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Presentation Notes
Mariology is the theological study of Mary.  This is a presentation of the teachings about Mary and how those teachings relate to other aspects of our faith, such as the teachings about Jesus, redemption and grace.  



OUTCOMES FOR 
MARIOLOGY 

• Recognize the humanness of Mary. 

• Understand the historical Mary and the formation 
of Marion Doctrine in Scripture and Tradition. 

• Understand the Spiritual Maternity of Mary. 

• Understand the characteristics of a disciple and 
how Mary can lead us along her path of discipleship. 

• Recognize the presence of Mary in our daily lives. 

• Understand Mary in the light of the Magisterium 
and the pilgrimage of faith. 

• Reflect on the image of Mary in Christian art. 

• Know how to help others grow in relationship with 
Mary.   

 



OPENING 
PRAYER 



THE PRAYER OF THE 
VIRGIN MARY 

“Mary’s prayer is revealed to us at the dawning of 
the fullness of time.  Before the incarnation of 

the Son of God, and before the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit, her prayer cooperates in a unique 

way with the Father’s plan of loving kindness; at 
the Annunciation, for Christ’s conception; at 

Pentecost, for the formation of the Church, his 
Body.  In the faith of his humble handmaid, the 

Gift of God found the acceptance he had awaited 
from the beginning of time.  She whom the 
Almighty made “full of grace” responds by 
offering her whole being: “Behold I am the 
handmaid of the Lord; let it be done to me 

according to your word.”    CCC 2617 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CCC Quote  Many Catholics have a strong devotion to Mary participating in May Day celebrations the Crowning of Mary, reciting the prayers of the rosary as individuals and with prayer groups. 

There are also many misconceptions about Mary.  Some believe that as Catholics we worship Mary as we do the Holy Trinity, but, as we know,  we honor her by recognizing the great things God has accomplished in her life.  As Catholics we do not “pray to” Mary like we would pray to God, but instead we ask her to intercede for us just as St. Paul exhorts the Christians to intercede for each other.  

So what do we really know about Mary, the Mother of Jesus?  What would it have been like to have been Mary?  What did the angel’s message mean to her?  What might it have been during those early years of Jesus as he was growing up and what must have been her anguish at the time of his crucifixion and death?  During our time together we will ponder Mary’s journey of faith and how she serves as an inspiration for our own walk of faith with the Lord.  



THE HUMANNESS OF MARY 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We come to know Mary through our tradition of sacred music **, through centuries of sacred art **, and within our sacred theology **, all of which beautifully express important aspects about the mystery of the Mother of God.  But how well do we know humanness of Mary?  How familiar are we with Mary’s walk of faith and the important steps the Lord invited her to take throughout her life?  

We have all experienced moments in life when we had to take a step toward something unknown; the lose of a job, beginning a new career, marriage, the birth of a child or moving to a new city.  Walking into unchartered territory often comes with some fear and trepidation.  Turning our lives over to God can also come with some unsettling feelings.  It can be daunting to step into the unknown, to give up control and rely completely on God.  We see this in biblical heroes such as Abraham who had to leave his home and move to a distant land.  With Moses who had to take those first steps out of Egypt into the barren desert following God’s call to lead the Israelites into the Promised Land.  The Apostles of Jesus who dropped their fishing nets, left their families and followed him.  Many of our beloved saints were called to give up something to move to a new place and let go of the familiar and comfortable; St. Augustine, St. Therese of Lisieux, St. Francis Xavier, St. Teresa of Avila, St. John of the Cross and Mother Theresa all put their trust and faith in God turning their lives totally over to him.    Just as all these models of faith learned to abandon themselves over to God the same is true for the Blessed Virgin Mary.  





MARY’S YOUTH 

 Lived in a city of Galilee named Nazareth 

“Can anything good come from Nazareth?” Jn 1:46 

 A virgin who is betrothed 
 Around the age of 13 
 Legally married but living with her family 
 No sexual relations 

“In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from 
God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of 

David and the virgin’s name was Mary”  LK 1:26 

“Your house and your kingdom are firm forever before 
me; your throne shall be firmly established forever.”   

2 Sam. 7:16 

 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have very little to go on when it comes to the life of Mary before the Annunciation.  What we do know comes primarily from the Gospel of Luke and a few passages in the Gospel of John.  The Gospel of Luke does offer three important facts about Mary’s early years.  
The first chapter of Luke tells us that Mary lived in a city in Galilee named Nazareth.  This small geographical detail is important because, from a human perspective, Nazareth of Galilee was a most unlikely place for the messianic era to begin.  Jews in Galilee were not held in high esteem by those in Jerusalem and Judea.  Part of this is because of the many foreign people that lived in Galilee and the region’s distance from the holy city of Jerusalem.  In the time of Mary, Nazareth was a small, secluded agricultural village of only about 200 to 500 inhabitants and not located along any major trade route.  Nazareth basically held no real significance in the Jewish tradition.  There are no prophecies about Nazareth in the Old Testament.  We even hear Nathanael say in the gospel of John; Quote.  That God would choose a woman from this lowly place to become the mother of the messiah is astonishing.  

The 2nd fact we learn in Luke’s gospel is that Mary was a virgin who was betrothed.  This tells us three very important things about Mary.

The first is that Jewish women were typically betrothed around the age of 13 meaning that Mary would have been very young when the angel appeared to her.+   

A betrothed woman was legally married but would still be living with her own family.  Marriage in ancient Judaism was a 2-stage process.  The 1st stage was the betrothal where the man and woman exchanged consent before witnesses.  After this the couple would be considered legally married as husband and wife but would live apart for up to a year.  The 2nd stage was the husband taking his wife into his home.

The 3rd fact was that there would be no sexual relations until the 2nd stage of the marriage process.  This meant that Mary, as a young betrothed woman, could be called a virgin even though she was legally married to Joseph.  

The most striking fact about Mary in Luke’s gospel is quote.  This fact has important implications for Mary.  It tells us that Mary is not part of any ordinary family; she now belongs to a royal family.  The phrase “house of David” was used in the Old Testament in reference to the royal descendants of David, the most famous family in Israel’s history.  God had promised that the “house of David” would have an everlasting dynasty of a kingdom that would never end. Quote.  In 586 B.C. when Babylon invaded Jerusalem, destroyed the Temple and carried the people off into slavery, the Davidic dynasty seemed by go dormant leaving the people to wait for a new son of David to restore the kingdom as the prophets had foretold. 
 In the 1st century Jewish world of Roman occupation, being part of the house of David did not come with privilege, honor or authority and Joseph was just a humble carpenter leading a quiet life in the secluded village of Nazareth.  Some may say how could Jesus be considered to be of the house of David when Joseph was not his natural father.  The virginal conception of Jesus, however, would not diminish Joseph’s fatherhood since his legal paternity would establish Jesus as being in the line of Joseph’s family heritage.  Even Luke’s gospel speaks of Jesus as the son of Joseph in his genealogy account.  







“HAIL, FULL OF GRACE” 

Hail, Chaire in Greek, means Rejoice 

“Shout for joy, daughter Zion! Sing joyfully, Israel!  Be glad 
and exult with all your heart, daughter Jerusalem.  The Lord 

has removed the judgement against you, he has turned away 
your enemies; The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst, 

you have no further misfortune to fear.”  Zeph. 3:14-15 

“Exult greatly, O daughter Zion!  Shout for joy, O daughter 
Jerusalem!  Behold: your king is coming to you, a just savior is 

he.”  Zech. 9:9 

Hail, full of grace! 

Someone who has been and continues to be graced.   

Presenter
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So on the surface, Mary seems to be living an ordinary life.  A very young woman, betrothed to a man from the house of David, living with her parents in an insignificant, small village in Galilee.  But as we read further into Luke’s gospel, he provides more details about Mary revealing how in the midst of a simple, average life, God has been doing something extraordinary to prepare her for a very important mission.  In the opening words of the Angel Gabriel, Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you, no one in all of biblical history had ever been addressed quite like this.  

*Gabriel’s initial word Hail, Chaire in Greek, means rejoice.  Chaire was actually a common Greek greeting and since Luke was writing to a Greek audience they would have understood Hail or Chaire as an ordinary common salutation.  But in a small Jewish village like Nazareth, the word would meant much more.  Luke’s story of the annunciation to Mary has many similarities to the way Daughter Zion was addressed in the Old Testament in Zephaniah & Zechariah quotes.  Zephaniah and Zechariah used the command “chaire” or rejoice to call on God’s people to rejoice in the Lord, the King, who is coming in their midst to take away their judgment and free them from their enemies.  For centuries the Jews awaited the fulfillment of these prophecies and with the appearance of Gabriel to Mary, that day had finally arrived.  Gabriel’s message begins with the same invitation to joy of the prophets Zephaniah and Zechariah.  +

The other point that stands out in Gabriel’s greeting is the way he addresses Mary.  He does not call her by her personal name, Mary, but simply says * Hail, full of grace.  At this time Mary is given a new name, full of grace, just as Abram’s name is changed to Abraham meaning father of a multitude because he is called to become a great patriarch of Israel, and when Jesus changed Simon’s name to Peter which means rock because he was to become the rock upon which Christ would build his Church.  Pope John Paul II said: “full of grace” is the name Mary possesses in the eyes of God.  �This new name means she is being singled out for some special purpose in God’s plan of salvation.  

*This term “full of grace” in Greek means someone who has been and continues to be graced.  This points to how God has already been working in Mary’s life, preparing her for her mission with her own immaculate conception, before Gabriel ever appeared to her.  






“THE LORD IS WITH YOU” 

“Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, 
and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you 

until I have done that of which I have spoken to you.”  
Gen. 28:15 

“I will be with you.”  Exod. 3:12 

“I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you.”  Josh. 
1:5 

“The Lord is with you.”  Judg. 6:12 

“I have been with you wherever you went.”  2 Sam. 7:9 

“Be not afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you.”  
Jer. 1:8 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Throughout the Bible, the words “The Lord is with you or the Lord be with you” were used to address men and women who were called by God for a special task, one that would impact Israel. These words gave those in the bible who were called to these special tasks the assurance that no matter what trials they may face, God would be with them, guiding, protecting and strengthening them.  
We even hear these words today during every Mass because we, too, are called to the special task of disciple and have the assurance that God will be with us on our journey.  

Some of the greatest leaders in Israel’s history are greeted with this message.  When God appears to Jacob and confirms the covenant blessing entrusted to him, he says.. Quote

When God calls Moses at the burning bush to lead the people out of Egypt he says.  Quote

Before Joshua leads the people into battle in the Promised Land, God says, Quote

When an angel calls Gideon to defend the people from a foreign invasion, he greets Gideon saying, Quote.   +



When God puts David at the head of an everlasting kingdom, God reminds him of his faithfulness saying, Quote.

And when God calls Jeremiah to be a prophet to the nations, he says, Quote.  From Jacob to Jeremiah the message is clear that they are all being called to a great mission that will be difficult and demanding but God will be there by their side.  

Because Mary would have been familiar with all these stories of these biblical heroes and prophets from the Old Testament, we can just imagine how these words affected her.  When the angel says; “The Lord is with you”, Mary knows she is being called to stand in the tradition of these Israelite heroes who had suffered, sacrificed and gave themselves radically for the Lord.  She knew that she would also be called to suffer, to sacrifice and to give herself radically for the Lord.  Mary recognizes that something substantial is about to be asked of her and she is probably wondering what this mission entails and if she is capable of fulfilling it.  





DO NOT BE AFRAID 

“But she was greatly troubled at what was said and 
pondered what sort of greeting this might be.”   

Lk 1:29 

 

“Dialogue” 

 

“Do not be afraid Mary, for you have found favor 
with God.”   

Lk 1:30 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In Luke we read how Mary was troubled, Quote.  The bible often reveals that fear is a typical human response to God’s call.  We all have those trepidations and fear when we sense that God may be inviting us to do something new, to face new challenges or make a significant change in our life.  Just like Mary, we may feel “greatly troubled”.  Pope Benedict XVI explained how Mary’s response was typical of most of us. Pope Benedict noted how the Greek word that Luke used for pondered is derived from the Greek root word meaning * “dialogue” or an intense, extended reflection that triggers a strong faith from within.  This indicates that even though Mary is troubled by what the angel’s greeting might mean for her life, she does not turn away from the Lord’s call but remains an attentive listener to what God is saying to her.  Pope Benedict explains that Mary enters into an interior dialogue with what she has heard; she speaks to it and lets it speak to her in order to understand its meaning.  

In response to Mary’s concern, the Angel Gabriel says to her.  Quote.  Before Mary gives her final consent, Gabriel assures Mary that she has nothing to fear because she has found favor with God.  This phrase “to find favor with God” puts Mary in the company of many people in the Old Testament who were specifically chosen for an important office or mission that would bring blessing to others, such as Noah who was protected by the flood and chosen to be the head of the renewed family.  Abraham, the instrument God uses to bring blessings to the whole world.  Moses who becomes the covenant mediator who helps to reconcile the sinful people with the Lord at Mount Sinai.  Knowing this gives Mary confidence that God will be with her in this endeavor as she has found favor with him.  




“AND BEHOLD, YOU WILL CONCEIVE IN YOUR WOMB, AND BEAR A SON, AND YOU SHALL 
CALL HIS NAME JESUS.” LK 1:31  

 
“HOW CAN THIS BE,  SINCE I  HAVE NO RELATIONS WITH A MAN?”  LK 1:34 

 
“THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL COME UPON YOU, AND THE POWER OF THE MOST HIGH WILL 

OVERSHADOW YOU; THEREFORE THE CHILD TO BE BORN WILL BE CALLED HOLY, THE SON OF 
GOD.”  LK 1:35 
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Presentation Notes
To appreciate Mary’s great surrender - “let it be done to me according to your word” – we must first consider the specific mission God has in store for her.  

The angel informs Mary that she is to become a mother.  Quote  To find out you are going to have a child is always a memorable occasion but Mary finds out that she is not destined to be any ordinary mother but the most important mother in the history of the world.  That she will conceive a child who will bring the story of Israel and the entire human family to its climax.  Her son will be the great Davidic king whom the prophets said would restore the kingdom to Israel and gather all nations back into covenant with God.  There are many parallels between what God promised David in 2nd Samuel and what Gabriel says about Mary’s child.  Gabriel is highlighting that Mary will bear the ultimate royal son of David who will fulfill the promises of David about the everlasting kingdom.  

As profound as this messianic message would have been for Mary, she has major concerns since quote.  A very valid question for a betrothed young woman to ask but Gabriel provides a fuller picture of how extraordinary this conception will be and how important the child is by telling her quote.  With these words Gabriel reveals the divine origins of this child.  +



Mary’s response to Gabriel’s message is unique in all of biblical history. Mary stands out for getting in the last word in this dialogue with Gabriel by giving her final consent with the words; Quote.  With this Mary completely surrenders her freedom.  

The Greek translation for handmaid literally means slave or servant, someone who is completely at the disposal of another.  Mary completely placed her life at God’s disposal.  These words provide a glimpse into Mary’s servant’s heart and how she joyfully seeks to serve the Lord.  She does not view serving God as a burdensome duty or a spiritual chore she is forced to do, but one in which she enthusiastically seeks to make her life a gift to God.  





THE VISITATION 

“For nothing will be impossible for God”  Lk 
1:37 

 

A New Spiritual Journey 

 

A Journey with a divine purpose 

 

“…Mary set out and traveled to the hill 
country in haste…”  Lk 1:39 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It was during this time that Mary heard the angel’s message that her elderly relative Elizabeth was also pregnant with a son, Mary travels to the hill country of Judea to see her.  This message from the angel, that Elizabeth who had been barren had conceived a child assures Mary that the same God who has accomplished for Elizabeth what seemed humanly impossible would be able to work an even greater miracle in her own life.  The angel tells her; quote.  

This trip to visit Elizabeth would not have been a leisurely weekend outing.  The roughly 80 mile journey would have taken about 3 to 4 days on foot.  Why would Mary make this difficult journey?  Some translations of the bible say that Mary “arose” and went to visit Elizabeth.  Luke uses this term to be understood as a * “spiritual journey”.  The Greek translation of the word “arose” would best be described as a the beginning of a new action.  Luke says the Prodigal son “arose” and returned to his father, that Levi the tax collector, left everything and “rose” in response to Jesus’ call.  So too, Mary, after hearing God’s call from the angel, “arose” and began her journey to visit Elizabeth.  Mary knew she was embarking on a new spiritual journey as she undertook her mission as the mother of the Messiah.  +




*Luke is also describing Mary’s journey to Judea as a journey with a divine purpose.  Carrying the baby Jesus in her womb, Mary anticipates her son’s  journey from Galilee where his ministry has taken place to his final journey to Jerusalem in Judea where he is crucified.  

Luke tells us that ...  Quote.  Some have interpreted this haste as Mary’s prompt obedience to the angel’s message or her desire to help Elizabeth during her final months of pregnancy as soon as possible.  More to the heart of Luke’s message, a better interpretation would have been “with eagerness”.  This understanding would point to her joy and wonder over what God is accomplishing not only in her life but in all of Israel.  This is similar to the shepherd’s response in Luke’s gospel where the “went in haste” to go to the Christ child that had been announced by the angel.  The shepherds did not check to see if the angel was right nor were they commanded to go but they were eager to see what had been revealed to them by the angel.  Likewise Mary believes the angel’s message and goes urgently to witness firsthand the great things God is doing in not only Elizabeth’s life. But her own.  Mary’s haste sprang from the joy and hope she had in God.  



BLESSED ARE YOU AMONG WOMEN 

“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!  
And why is this granted me, that the mother of my Lord should come 

to me?”  Lk 1:42 

 

“Most blessed of women be Jael”  Judges 5:24 

 

“O daughter, you are blessed by the Most High God above all women 
on earth.”  Judith 13:18 

 

“Mary’s spiritual walk with the Lord as a disciple is what makes her 
most blessed.  We must not think that blessedness lay in bodily 

relationship.  Mary is blessed because she heard the word of God and 
kept it.”    St. Augustine 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
By 1st century Jewish standards, it would have been customary for Mary, as the younger person, to greet her elder relative first especially since Elizabeth was from an honorable family with ties to Aaron, the first high priest and the current wife of a priest named Zechariah.  What is remarkable is the way Elizabeth goes out to greet Mary first.  Elizabeth bestows on Mary the extraordinary greeting that reveals that Mary is to be one of the most important people in the bible because of God’s desire to involve her in his plan for salvation.  As she greets her, Elizabeth says, Quote.   So how did Elizabeth know that Mary is bearing a child in her womb let along that she would be the mother of the Lord? She couldn’t call ahead to tell her she was coming……  Luke tells us that when she heard Mary, the infant in her womb leaped with joy and she was filled with the Holy Spirit.  It is through the prompting of the Holy Spirit that Elizabeth praises Mary as the mother of the Lord.  

There are few women in scripture who have been addressed as Blessed among women.  The only other two women are Jael who defeated a pagan general who was oppressing God’s people when the prophetess Deborah proclaimed:  Quote.  And Judith who defeated a pagan commander who was attempting to overtake a Jewish town.  Uzziah, the king of ancient Judah proclaimed quote.  Like Jael and Judith, Mary is also instrumental in God’s plan for rescuing Israel although she is not engaging in a physical battle.  She is participating in God’s saving plan by bearing Jesus in her womb.  St. Augustine wrote; quote.  



A SOUL THAT MAGNIFIES GOD 

“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices 
in God my savior.  For he has looked upon his handmaid’s 

lowliness; behold, from now on will all ages call me blessed.  
The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his 

name.  

  

His mercy is from age to age to those who fear him.  He has 
shown might with his arm, dispersed the arrogant of mind and 
heart.  He has thrown down the rulers from their thrones but 

lifted up the lowly.   The hungry he has filled with good things; 
the rich he has sent away empty.  He has helped Israel his 

servant, remembering his mercy, according to his promise to 
our fathers, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”   

Lk 1: 46-55 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After hearing the greatest words of praise anyone could receive, Mary with humility turns all her attention back to God as she recognizes him as the true source of all the blessings in her life.  The verses of the Magnificat or the Canticle of Mary express Mary’s great desire to praise God from the very depths of her being.   Quote.

Humility involves seeing the truth about one’s self and Mary exhibits this virtue in notable ways in the Magnificat.  She acknowledges the unique mission that has been entrusted to her and the extraordinary blessings she has received.  Mary understands that all these blessings are not of her own doing.  She recognizes her lowliness and that all she has comes from God’s grace.  Everything she says in the Magnificat is in relation to God.  Mary understands the human condition and how small she really is.  

In the 2nd half of the Magnificat, Mary praises God for what he is doing for all of Israel – quote  The Canticle of Mary or Mary’s Song, prophetically foreshadows her son’s public ministry where Jesus will raise up the lowly by feeding the hungry, healing the sick, forgiving sinners and extending fellowship to those ostracized in society even in the midst of opposition.  




THE MOTHER AT THE MANAGER 

 The Census of Caesar Augustus 

 Bethlehem: City of David 

“Laid him in a Manger because their was no 
place for him in the inn”  Lk 2:7 

“Mary experiences childbirth in a condition 
of extreme poverty; she could not give the 

Son of God even what mothers usually offer 
a newborn baby; instead, she has to lay him 

in a manger, an improvised cradle which 
contrasts with the dignity of the Son of the 

Most High.”  Pope John Paul II 
“And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on 

them in her heart.”  Lk 2:18 

“She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid 
him in a manger.”  Lk 2:7 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Nativity sets or Creches in our homes and churches every Christmas portray Mary as a devoted mother kneeling beside the Christ child with her head bowed and hands folded in a prayer of thanksgiving.  But Luke’s account of the nativity gives us a deeper glimpse into Mary’s soul.  The Mary of Luke undertakes many trials on her way to deliver Israel’s Messiah leaving us a powerful example of how we should face the crosses in our own lives.  
Mary’s troubles begins when she and Joseph are required by Caesar Augustus to travel to Bethlehem for the census.  The description of the census is actually longer than the narration of Christ’s birth.  The Census that was carried out from time to time in the Roman Empire was for the purpose of tax assessment and military conscription.  Although Jews could not be drafted into the Roman army they were required to participate in the census as a sign of Roman dominance and loyalty to Rome.  Jews who refused to participate would face the wrath of the Roman government making the census a painful reminder of the Roman rule over the Jews.  

As we know, Joseph is to be registered in his ancestral town of Bethlehem, a small city about 7 miles south of Jerusalem.  This journey of 90 miles would have taken about 4 days, a long, strenuous trip for an expectant mother.  The focus on this census is Luke’s way of explaining who is really in control of human affairs.  Caesar intended the census to serve the interests of the Roman Empire but God uses it so the Messiah will be born in Bethlehem the foundation of the Davidic dynasty.   +

Bethlehem was David’s city of origin and the place where David was anointed king.  The prophet Micah foretold that a future royal descendant of David would reunite the people of Israel and rule over all nations and would come from the city of Bethlehem.  Luke’s gospel shows us that whatever trials Mary and Joseph endure with this Roman requirement, they were brought to Bethlehem where the prophecy will be fulfilled through God’s providence.  

So many of the nativity scenes we see have the holy family in a wooden shelter with Jesus laid in a wooden manger.  Luke’s gospel doesn’t offer much more detail other than  Quote We know that a manger is a feeding trough indicating the infant Jesus was placed in an area where animals were kept.  It is unclear what is meant by the Inn whether it was a public shelter for large groups of travelers or since they were traveling to Joseph’s hometown it might mean the home of a relative.  In ancient times people and animals would be housed under the same roof with the people on the upper level and the animals down below.  If the living quarters were overcrowded, the only room would have been with the animals.  There is also an ancient tradition that Jesus was born in a cave where animals would be commonly stabled on the outskirts of Bethlehem.  Whatever the case may be, Mary did give birth to the Messiah of Israel in a setting unfit for a king.  Pope John Paul II commented, Quote.  Furthermore, Jesus’ birth escapes the notice of the Jewish religious leaders; the priests, the Pharisees, the Sadducees, anyone of any prestige or wealth.  Only lowly shepherds, who were the bottom of Jewish society come to witness the arrival of their Lord and King.  Mary endured a lot to fulfill the prophecy and her calling from God.  A long journey, giving birth among animals with no one but the lowliest to notice.  There is nothing in the bible that says just what Mary may have been thinking through all this but we know that she never complained  Quote.   +


   Luke’s statement describes Mary as a woman who seeks to understand the deeper meaning of all the events surrounding her son’s birth.  Mary wants to understand what God is trying to reveal through these trials.  Why was her son born under the oppressive circumstances of a Roman census?  Why was there no room for him in the inn?  Why did he enter this world in such humility and poverty?  

4.   Luke does not give us a clue as to the answers to these questions but only states, quote.  Luke is saying that just as Jesus was born into the world in humility, poverty and suffering under Roman rule, so will Jesus die in humility, poverty and suffering under Roman rule.  He is wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a manger and later in Luke’s gospel is taken down from the cross to be wrapped in a linen shroud and laid in the tomb.  This tells us that the Nativity of Luke is not the innocent, sweet story we have learned from childhood but one that foretells what lay in front of Mary’s son.  



SHARING IN THE SWORD 

• Presentation in the Temple 

• Simeon’s Prophecy 

“Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace, according 
to your word, for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you 
prepared in sight of all the peoples, a light for revelation to the 

Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel.”  Lk 2:29-32 

“…and Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, 
“Behold this child is destined for the fall and rise of many in 

Israel, and to be a sign that will be contradicted (and you 
yourself a sword will pierce) so that the thoughts of many 

hearts may be revealed.”  Lk 2:34-35 

• A Second Annunciation 

 

Presenter
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The next step in Mary’s journey of faith takes her to the Temple in Jerusalem.  Little did she know that during her visit there she would hear a prophecy of her participation in an indescribable sacrifice.   
Jewish law required Mary to present her firstborn son to God at the Temple in Jerusalem and make an offering of five shekels to support the priests.  In doing so she was also making a sacrifice of herself.  When a woman gave birth, she would be considered ritually impure for forty days.  After that 40 day period Jewish law required her to offer a lamb and a young pigeon to the priests for her purification.  If a woman couldn’t afford a lamb, they could offer a pair of young pigeons or turtledoves.  The fact that Luke tells us Mary offered a pair of turtledoves tells us she was among the poor and could not afford the price of a lamb.  

When they entered the Temple, a man named Simeon appeared and announced the difficult journey Mary had before her.  Simeon was a model Jew who had been given the extraordinary message from God that he would not die until he saw the Messiah.  Imagine Mary and Joseph’s surprise and anxiety as this complete stranger approaches them and takes the infant Jesus out of her arms holding him up in the air saying; quote.    +



This would have been astonishing enough as Mary and Joseph heard Simeon’s words but he continued with another prophecy that must have struck Mary to her very core.  Simeon singles out Mary and addresses her with the ominous words about her child’s future rejection and the suffering she will face.  Quote.  

Pope John Paul II described Simeon’s prophecy as a 2nd Annunciation to Mary where she gets a much clearer picture of what her obedience to God’s call will mean.  Mary hears in Simeon’s words how Jesus’ ministry will be surrounded by turmoil, that he and his followers will face hostile opposition, and how this hostility will affect her.  The sword in Simeon’s prophecy denotes a large, broad, two-edged sword that symbolizes the intense emotional suffering she will endure as a result of her son’s rejection.  It is almost unimaginable how Mary would have felt after hearing this prophecy.  Most of us would have had second thoughts about the whole thing but Mary does not waiver from her calling.  





FLIGHT TO EGYPT 

“Rise, take the child and his mother, flee to Egypt, 
and stay there until I tell you.  Herod is going to 

search for the child to destroy him.  Joseph rose and 
took the child and his mother by night and departed 
to Egypt.  He stayed there until the death of Herod, 

that what the Lord had said through the prophet 
might be fulfilled, ‘Out of Egypt I called my son.”.”  

Matthew 2: 13-15 

 

“Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the 
land of Israel, for those who sought the child’s life are 

dead.  He rose, took the child and his mother, and 
went to the land of Israel….  He went and dwelt in a 

town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken 
though the prophets might be fulfilled, ‘He shall be 

called a Nazorean.’”  Matthew 2: 19-21, 23 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The gospel of Matthew adds one more chapter to the infant life of Jesus and the trials of Mary and Joseph.  Matthew is the only gospel that tells the story of the “Visit of the Magi” and the plotting of King Herold to destroy the infant Jesus.  After the Magi’s departure, Joseph received a message in a dream from an angel telling him.   Quote.  The ending of this message is taken from Hosea where God’s son, Israel was called out of Egypt at the time of the Exodus.  

When Herod had died, an angel appeared in another dream to Joseph saying, quote.  

In these passages Joseph joined in the mission of Mary in fulfilling the prophecy of Jesus.  



“MY FATHER’S HOUSE” 

 

“Why were you looking 
for me?  Did you not 

know that I must be in 
my Father’s house?”   

Lk 2:49 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The only event in the bible that speaks of Jesus’ childhood is filled with anxiety and embarrassment for Mary and Joseph.  We know the story of the pilgrimage that Mary, Joseph and the 12 year old Jesus made to the Temple in Jerusalem and how on the return trip he came up missing leading to a 3 day search.  This trip to Jerusalem was an annual event for the feast of Passover.  It is noteworthy that Luke mentions that Mary makes the pilgrimage every year also since it was only men who were required by Jewish law.  For Mary to make the journey each year is a sign of her deep devotion to God.  

The three days Mary and Joseph spent searching was a source of deep anguish just as for any parent. Then after they finally find him teaching in the Temple and ask him why he has done this to them, instead of saying he was sorry or expressing gladness that they had found him, he says; quote.  Just as with any parent Mary and Joseph did not understand what Jesus was saying and it challenged them to figure out this intimacy between their 12 year old boy and the heavenly Father.   Mary and Joseph were called to cooperate in their son’s mission by letting him go and do wherever the Father needed him to do – even if it causes them distress.  So once more Mary is called to take  another step in her journey of faith even if she does not fully comprehend the significance of what has taken place.  Once again Luke tells us that she kept all these things in her heart surrendering to the mystery of the event and her renewed “fiat”.  

Pope John Paul II describes this scene as a significant turning point for Mary.  Up to this point she has related to Jesus as a mother, carrying him in her womb, giving birth to him and presenting him in the Temple and taking care of his every need.  Now 12 years later, Mary has to relate to her son in a new way.     



MARY AT CANA 

“…moved with pity, she brought about by her 
intercession the beginning of miracles of Jesus 

the Messiah.”  LG 58 

“…prompted by her merciful heart…”  Pope JP II 

“Woman, how does your concern affect me?  My 
hour has not yet come.”  Jn 2:4 

“Do whatever he tells you.”  Jn 2:5 

“Mary’s solicitude for human beings, her coming 
to them in the wide variety of their wants and 
needs.  …Mary places herself between her son 

and mankind in the reality of their wants, needs 
and sufferings.  ”  Pope JP II 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are 18 years between when Jesus who was found teaching in the Temple at the age of 12 and the beginning of his public ministry and nothing in scripture that tells us what took place during those years.  By the time we get to the wedding at Cana, Joseph is not longer mentioned so it is assumed he has died sometime during this period.  This would leave Jesus as the soul support of his mother most likely as a carpenter.      

Mary appears prominently at the marriage feast at Cana the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry.  Lumen Gentium or the Dogmatic Constitution on the Church describes Mary at Cana being; quote.      

Pope John Paul II said Mary was; quote  to help this family by bringing her concern for them to Jesus.  Mary knew the family would experience serious humiliation if they were not able to fulfill their role as hosts for the wedding so she compassionately suggests that Jesus intervene with his messianic power. 

John’s gospel speaks of a very puzzling response from Jesus at Mary’s request; quote.  Today, we would hear the word “woman” used in this way and take offense at the way it is used.  But when we look deeper into John’s gospel, Jesus uses the title “woman” to politely address women with whom +


 he has a positive relationship such as Mary Magdalene on Easter Sunday, the woman who committed adultery and the Samaritan woman at the well.  Addressing his own mother as ‘woman’ would have been viewed as unusual in ancient Palestine.  This suggests that Jesus may have had a particular purpose in mind when he calls Mary, his mother, ‘woman’.  The gospel of John begins with the strong imagery found in Genesis.  Jesus calling Mary ‘woman’ us reminds of another ‘woman’ in Genesis, Eve.  Far from rebuking his mother in calling her ‘woman’ Jesus honors her in a way no woman ever had been honored before.  As Jesus performs this miracle, he begins his messianic mission .  As he does this, Mary assumes a new role not only as the mother of Jesus but as the New Eve, the woman prophesied about in Genesis, the one whose son will defeat the devil.  

4.  At Cana Mary continues to say yes to God’s will and surrenders to the God’s plan for her son.  She, who is the servant of the Lord, tells the servants at the wedding feast, quote.  Once the miracle is performed, Jesus’ public ministry is launched.  With these words, Mary helps to set in motion the events that ultimately lead to her son’s final journey to Calvary.  

5.  This story in John’s gospel is often seen as the beginning of a pattern for Marian intercession.  Just as Mary noticed the family’s needs before anyone else did, so Mary in heaven continues to notice our needs before we do.   Pope John Paul II once said; quote.   


                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 



MARY AS BLESSED 

While he was speaking, a woman from the crowd 
called out and said to him, “Blessed is the womb 

that carried you and the breasts at which you 
nursed.”  Lk 11:27 

He replied, “Rather, blessed are those who hear 
the word of God and observe it.” Lk 11: 28 

“He (Jesus) wishes to divert attention from 
motherhood understood only as a fleshly bond, in 
order to direct it towards those mysterious bonds 

of the spirit which develop from hearing and 
keeping God’s word.”  RM 20 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the gospel of Luke we read about an unnamed woman who acknowledges Jesus’ greatness and recognizes how blessed his mother must be.  Quote.  The woman’s words praise Mary for being Jesus’ mother.  Yes, Mary’s maternal role is worthy of praise because it is through her maternity that the Son of God became man.  But Jesus doesn’t seem comfortable with blessedness being understood based only on natural family relations.  Instead he draws attention to all those who are faithful disciples, who obey the word of God.  Quote.  

This statement by Jesus should not be seen as excluding Mary from those counted as blessed or in any way distancing himself from her but as his way of pointing to a new kind of relationship he has with Mary as his public ministry emerges.  In his encyclical: “Redemptoris Mater” or “On the Blessed Virgin Mary in the life of the Pilgrim Church”, Pope John Paul II says, quote.  

In this passage in Luke’s gospel as well as when the 12 year old Jesus is found teaching in the Temple, we see Jesus focusing on doing the work of the Father.  Mary may have said yes to being the mother of the Messiah in the Annunciation, but now in Jesus’ proclamation of the Kingdom, Mary along with the rest of Israel, is being invited to be part of the family of disciples Jesus is forming.  The criteria Jesus sets to be blessed in his kingdom and belonging to his family of disciples are hearing God’s word and obeying it.  



STANDING BY THE 
CROSS OF JESUS 

“Amen, amen, I say to you, you will weep and 
mourn, while the world rejoices, you will grieve, 
but your grief will become joy.  When a woman 

is in labor, she is in anguish because her hour 
has arrived; but when she has given birth to a 

child, she no longer remembers the pain 
because of her joy that a child has been born 

into the world.  So you also are now in anguish.  
But I will see you again, and your hearts will 

rejoice, and no one will take your joy away from 
you.”  Jn 16:20-22 

“Woman, behold your son.  Behold your 
mother.  And from that hour the disciple took 

her into his home.”  Jn 19:27 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The New Testament does not tell us much about Mary’s experience at Calvary.  In fact, the gospel of John is the only biblical record of her presence there.  At the cross, Mary does not utter a single word and her only action is to stand near her son’s cross, yet this tells us a lot about Mary as a faithful disciple.  Except for John, all the apostles fled at Jesus’ arrest and only Mary and a small group of women stay with the crucified Jesus.  

In John’s gospel and the last supper discourse Jesus warns the apostles of the events that are about to unfold in his passion.  Jesus uses the analogy of a woman in labor to make the point that their sorrow can and will be turned to joy.  Quote.  

In John’s gospel Mary is presented as a model disciple who exemplifies this sorrow turning to joy more than anyone else.  As Jesus’ mother, she experiences the sorrow over the loss of him like no other but John’s gospel highlights how the pains and joy of childbirth is concretely embodied in Mary’s experience at the foot of the cross.  Even though Mary experiences the worst pain and sorrow any mother could face, her faith keeps her steadfast.  Mary’s presence at the cross also reveals a new mission that is entrusted to her.  Jesus sees his mother and the beloved disciple and says to them.  Quote.  These final words to Mary and his beloved disciple reveal Jesus’ loving care for his mother entrusting her to his closest disciple.  The beloved disciple represents all faithful disciples and this passage has traditionally been interpreted as offering biblical support for the doctrine of Mary’s spiritual motherhood over all Christians.  



MARY IN THE 
UPPER ROOM 

“This motherhood of Mary 
in the order of grace 

continues uninterruptedly 
from the consent which she 

loyally gave at the 
Annunciation and which 

she sustained without 
wavering beneath the 
cross, until the eternal 

fulfillment of all the elect.”  
LG 62 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After the events of the Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus, Mary entered the Upper Room with the Apostles to await Pentecost.   Mary had been left by her Son in the midst of the infant Church.   From the time on the cross when Jesus said, “Behold your Mother” there began to develop a special bond between this Mother and the Church.  The infant Church was the fruit of the Cross and Resurrection of her Son.  Mary, who from the beginning had given herself without reservation to the person and work of Jesus, could not but pour out her maternal self-giving upon the Church.  After Jesus’ departure, her motherhood remains in the church as a maternal mediation where she intercedes for all her children and cooperates in the saving work of her Son.  

Lumen Gentium from Vatican II says, quote.  That with the redeeming death of her Son, the maternal mediation of Mary takes on a universal dimension since the work of redemption embraces the whole of humanity.  




MARY, THE FIRST 
DISCIPLE 

“Thus in a sense Mary as Mother 
became the first “disciple” of her Son, 
the first to whom he seemed to say: 

Follow me,” even before he addressed 
this call to the Apostles or to anyone 

else.”  RM 20 

 

“All these devoted themselves with 
one accord to prayer, together with 

some women, and Mary the mother of 
Jesus, and his brothers.”  Acts 1:14 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mary meets the criteria of disciple more than anyone else in Luke’s gospel.  In fact, Mary is the first in Luke’s Gospel to hear the word of God and keep it.  Pope John Paul II wrote in Redemptoris Mater, quote.  At the Annunciation, she hears the word of God through the angel and responds with her Fiat.  She describes herself as a servant of the Lord and joyfully surrenders herself to God’s plan for her.  

Furthermore Mary continued to “hear” and “keep” God’s word throughout her life as a faithful disciple. Mary’s faithfulness continues into Jesus’ adulthood and public ministry from her instructing the servants to “Do whatever he tells you” all the way to the cross.  Mary is singled out in the early Church as the only person named among the faithful disciples praying with the apostles in Jerusalem as they awaited the coming of the Holy Spirit. Quote.  

From the Annunciation to the cross, the New Testament presents Mary as a faithful disciple who heard the word of God and kept it.  Mary’s pilgrimage of faith took her through many trials and ordeals but at every step of the way she has proven to be a faithful servant of the Lord







MARY, CROWNED WITH GLORY 

“A great sign appeared in the sky, a woman 
clothed with the sun, with the moon at her feet 

and on her head a crown of twelve stars.  She 
was with child and wailed aloud in pain as she 

labored to give birth. Then another sign 
appeared in the sky, it was huge red dragon, 
with seven heads and ten horns, and on its 

heads were seven diadem...  Then the dragon 
stood before the woman about to give birth.  

She gave birth to a son, a male child, destined 
to rule all the nations with an iron rod.  Her child 

was caught up to God and his throne.”   

Rev 12:1-5 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since Mary is the first and model disciple, it is not surprising that she would be depicted as sharing in the rewards of Christ’s kingdom in a preeminent way.  In the book of Revelation, we read quote.  This symbolic woman in Revelation represents Israel of old, now renewed as a heavenly woman in the image of Eve.  She is pregnant with the Messiah but must wrestle with the dragon, who is evil.  Catholic tradition connects this passage with Mary which has sometimes been interpreted as not just having Marian significance but as symbol of the Church.  Mary appears in heaven with royal splendor, “clothed with the sun” and crowned with twelve stars.  She gives birth to a male child who is attacked by the dragon.  The dragon is later identified in verse 9 as “that ancient serpent who is called the devil or Satan”.  Since the male child is caught up to God and sits on his throne, most scholars identify the child as Jesus the Christ.  Depicting Mary in this way, we see that her journey with the Lord has led her to her ultimate destination.  She has crossed the threshold into glory as “Queen over all things,”.  This triple image of being clothed with the sun, the moon at her feet and crowned with twelve stars demonstrates Mary’s royal authority. .  
The woman having the “moon at her feet”  points to her royalty because in the bible having something under one’s foot depicts royal dominion and victory over their enemies.   Some depictions have her standing on a snake who represents Satan pic. Mary appears in heaven pic, in royal splendor, participating in her son’s victorious kingdom, the consequence of her constant faithfulness.  





FOLLOWING THE 
EXAMPLE OF MARY 

“Thus, far from creating distance between her 
and us, Mary’s glorious state brings about a 

continuous and caring closeness.  She knows 
everything that happens in our lives and 

supports us with maternal love in life’s trials.   

Taken up into heavenly glory, Mary dedicates 
herself totally to the work of salvation in order 

to communicate to every living person the 
happiness granted to her.  She is a queen who 

gives all that she possesses, participating 
above all in the life and love of Christ.”   

Pope John Paul II 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Catholic belief in Mary’s queenship – her singular privilege of reigning with Christ over heaven and earth – should not be seen as something detached from our lives.   Mary’s magnificence is not something that should be admired from afar but should serve as an important reminder that all Christ’s followers are called to share in his reign over sin and death.  Mary crowned with glory stands as an “eschatological (es-cat-to-logical) sign” – a sign pointing the way for Christians, revealing what God wants to accomplish in all our lives.  If we are faithful disciples like Mary, if we persevere in our walk of faith and  use our lives in service to God, we, too, will share in Christ’s glorious reign.  

We do not have to walk this pilgrimage alone.  Our Queen Mother guides our pilgrimage of faith, constantly interceding for us through her prayers,  that we will be able to fight the good fight, finish the race and join her in her son’s heavenly kingdom.  Pope John Paul II explained it this way, quote.  




“Everything the Lord has 
said, we will do.”  Ex 19:8 

“We will serve the Lord, our 
God, and will listen to his 

voice.”  Josh 24:24 

“Mary’s request ‘Do 
whatever he tells you,’ is an 
exhortation to trust without 
hesitation, especially when 

one does not understand the 
meaning of benefit of what 

Christ asks.”   

Pope John Paul II 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These last recorded words of Mary (Do whatever he tells you) are like a last will and testament to all of us who wish to follow Christ.  Through these words, Mary exhorts us to trust Jesus completely just as she abandoned herself to God’s plan step-by-step throughout her life.  

The theme of doing whatever he tells you is a typical response in the Old Testament.  When the Israelites established their covenant with God at Mount Sinai, they said, quote.  Similar words were said when the people renewed their covenant with God as they settled in the Promised Land.  Quote.  These examples sheds light on Mary’s words at the wedding feast of Cana as she personifies the covenant between the people of Israel and God.  

Mary’s words to the servants must have had a profound effect inspiring them to trust Jesus in a radical way.  What faith this must have taken.  Imagine what the servants were thinking:  Fill up these jars?  With water?  And serve it to the wedding guests?  How is that going to solve the problem of not enough wine?  Jesus’ request does not make sense but Jesus is not asking the servants to understand just to trust him.  These lowly servants become faithful disciples through this act of trust.  

Mary’s last words at Cana are meant to encourage us today.  We are called to be like the servants at the feast and put our complete trust in God giving total obedience to Christ just as they did.  We too may not always understand how Jesus is working in our lives or where the Lord is leading us.  Pope John Paul II put it this way, quote.  



POPE FRANCIS AND OUR 
LADY UNDOER OF KNOTS 

“the knot of Eve’s disobedience was untied by Mary’s 
obedience: what the virgin Eve bound through her 

disbelief, Mary loosened by her faith.”  LG 56 
 

“Through her faith and obedience she gave birth on 
earth to the very Son of the Father, not through the 
knowledge of man but of the overshadowing of the 
Holy Spirit, in the manner of a new Eve who placed 

her faith, not in the serpent of old but in God’s 
messenger without wavering in doubt.”  LG 63   

 

“…the Blessed Virgin advanced in her pilgrimage of 
faith, and faithfully persevered in her union with her 

Son unto the cross…”   LG 58 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pope Francis has a special devotion to Mary and especially Our Lady Undoer of Knots an image that became popular from a mediation written by St. Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyon in the 1st century.  In his meditation, Irenaeus made the comparison between Eve and Mary and was used by the bishops at Vatican II in the document Lumen Gentium quote.  

Pope Francis tells us that Mary’s faith unties the knot of sin, the knot of disobedience, the knot of unbelief.  Pope Francis uses the example of children who disobey their parents creating a little knot that can break the trust of their parents and how the same thing happens when we disobey and refuse to follow God’s will. Mary’s “yes” opened the door for God to undo the knot of the ancient disobedience of Eve and she is the Mother who patiently and lovingly brings us to God so that he can untangle the knots of our soul.  

Pope Francis also said that Mary’s faith gave human flesh to Jesus.  Lumen Genium describes it this way; quote.  Pope Francis explains that God did not want to become man by bypassing our freedom but to pass through Mary’s free assent, through her “yes” and what took place in the Virgin Mary can also take place within us spiritually when we receive the word of God with a good and sincere heart and put it into practice.  +


Pope Francis goes on to say Mary’s faith is a journey.  Lumen Gentium tells us; quote.  Mary precedes us on this journey, accompanies and sustains us on our own journey of faith.  In a sense Mary’s entire life was to follow her Son.  She followed him in the midst of the crowds and she heard the gossip and nastiness of those who opposed him.  She encountered misunderstanding and contempt and she followed him to the cross.  When she heard that the tomb had been found empty, her heart was filled with the joy of faith; the Christian faith in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

Pope Francis tells us that faith always brings us joy and that Mary, the Mother of God, teaches us how to take that path of joy.  Hot to experience this ultimate joy.    




THE FORMATION OF 
MARIAN DOCTRINE 

“You are firmly convinced about our Lord, who is 
truly of the race of David according to the flesh, 

Son of God according to the will and power of God, 
truly born of a virgin,…he was truly nailed to a tree 

for us in his flesh under Pontius Pilate…he truly 
suffered, as he is also truly risen.”    

CCC 496 

St. Ignatius of Antioch 

 

“Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son.” 

Isaiah 7:14 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From the beginning the Church has confessed that Jesus was conceived solely by the power of the Holy Spirit in the womb of the Virgin Mary.  St. Ignatius of Antioch at the beginning of the 2nd century says:  quote.  

The Church sees this as the fulfillment of the divine promise given through the prophet Isaiah:  quote.  

There are four official church dogmas that state Mary’s personal relationship with God and her role in human salvation.  




DIVINE 
MOTHERHOOD 

 “Mother of God” proclaimed at the 
Council of Ephesus (431) 
 Denunciation of the Nestorian heresy 
 “Theotokos” or “God Bearer” 
 Council of Calcedon (451) 

“…begotten from the Father before 
the ages as regards his godhead and in 
the last days, the same, because of us 
and because of our salvation begotten 
from the Virgin Mary, the Theotokos, 
as regards his manhood; one and the 

same Christ, Son, Lord, only-
begotten…” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first is the Divine Motherhood of Mary that was proclaimed at the Council of Ephesus in 431.  There are various names that are used to describe Mary’s role as the mother of Jesus but the Council of Ephesus declared her to be called “Mother of God”.

At Ephesus, the bishops denounced the Nestorian heresy, that claimed Christ’s human and divine natures were separate. Nestorians believed that Mary was only the mother of the human Christ, not of the divine Christ.  In denouncing Nestorianism, the bishops affirmed the unity of the divine and human natures of Christ. 

Given that one cannot separate Christ’s divine nature from his human nature, the Council declared that it is correct to call Mary by the title of Theotokos, Greek for “God-bearer” – or, as we are more likely to say these days, “Mother of God.”

This decision was further explained at the Council of Chalcedon in 451 which says with regard to Mary’s divine motherhood: quote.  Mary’s Divine Motherhood was not the object of an independent or exclusive dogmatic declaration but a statement that is embedded in the texts defining the person and natures of Jesus Christ.  The dogma of Mary’s Divine Motherhood becomes an integral part of the Christological dogma of Jesus.  This dogma of Divine Motherhood is generally accepted by all Christian denominations.  






PERPETUAL VIRGINITY 

“Mary conceived without any detriment to her 
virginity, which remained inviolate even after his 

birth.”  (Council of the Lateran (649)) 

“The deepening of faith in the virginal 
motherhood led the Church to confess Mary’s real 

and perpetual virginity even in the act of giving 
birth to the Son of God made man.  In fact, Christ’s 

birth “did not diminish his mother’s virginal 
integrity but sanctified it.”  And so the liturgy of 
the Church celebrates Mary as Aeiparthenos, the 

“Ever-Virgin”.  (CCC 499 (LG)) 

“Mary is a virgin because her virginity is the sign of 
her faith “unadulterated by any doubt,” and of her 

undivided gift of herself to God’s will.  It is her 
faith that enables her to become the mother of 

the Savior.”  (CCC 506) 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The expression perpetual virginity, ever-virgin, or simply “Mary the Virgin” refers to the conception and birth of Jesus solely by the power of the Holy Spirit.  The Council of Lateran in 649 stated: quote.  (E-a-par-tha-nos)

The Catholic Church holds as dogma that Mary was and is Virgin before, in and after Christ’s birth.  The Church also stresses the radical uniqueness of the Incarnation of Jesus and Mary’s no less radical and exclusive dedication to her mission as mother of her Son, Jesus Christ.  The 2nd Vatican Council reiterated this teaching about Mary, the Ever-Virgin in its document Lumen Gentium and as it is stated in the Catechism; quote.  This dogma also maintains that Jesus Christ was Mary’s only child and that the so-called “brothers and sisters” in scripture are close relations.  

In regards to Mary’s perpetual virginity, the Catechism continues to state:  quote.   





IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION 

   “was enriched by God with gifts appropriate to 
such a role.”  (CCC 490) 

“Full of Grace” 
“The most Blessed Virgin Mary was, from the first 

moment of her conception, by a singular grace 
and privilege of almighty God and by virtue of the 
merits of Jesus Christ, Savior of the human race, 
preserved immune from all stain of original sin.”  

(Pope Pius IX) 
“…the Fathers whereby  called the mother of God 

entirely holy and free from all stain of sin, as 
though fashioned by the Holy Spirit and formed 

as a new creature.”  (LG 56) 
“By the grace of God Mary remained free of every 

personal sin her whole life long.  (CCC 493) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Third Marian Dogma is the Immaculate Conception.
The Catechism tells us that to become the mother of the Savior, Mary quote.  

In order for Mary to be able to give the free assent to her faith during the Annunciation, it was necessary that she be wholly borne by God’s grace.  Through the centuries the Church as become aware that Mary, who was Full of Grace” through a gift from God was redeemed from the moment of her conception.  

Pope Pius IX (9th) proclaimed the dogma of the Immaculate Conception in his 1854 Apostolic Constitution “Ineffabilis Deus (Latin for Ineffable God); quote.   This dogma stresses Mary’s freedom from original sin thanks to the anticipated or retroactive grace of Christ’s redemptive act.  The consequence of the absence of original sin means that Mary’s life is permanently and intimately related to God and thus making her all-holy.  

Lumen Gentium states: quote.  

The Catechism goes on to say:  quote.  





THE ASSUMPTION 

“We pronounce, declare and define it to be a 
divinely revealed dogma that the immaculate 
Mother of God, the ever Virgin Mary, having 
completed the course of her earthly life, was 
assumed body and soul to heavenly glory.”  

Pope Pius XII (Nov. 1, 1950) 

 

“Finally the Immaculate Virgin, preserved free 
from all stain of original sin, when the course of 
her earthly life was finished, was taken up body 
and soul into heavenly glory, and exalted by the 
Lord as Queen over all things, so that she might 

be the more fully conformed to her Son, the 
Lord of lords and conqueror of sin and death.”  

LG 59 

 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The final Dogma of Mary is the Assumption.  Scripture does not tell us how, when or where Mary died nor is there a written account of the Assumption of Mary body and soul into heaven.  It wasn’t until November 1, 1950 that Pope Pius XII defined the dogma of the Assumption of Mary in his Encyclical Munificentissimus (Mu-nif-i-centius-mus) Deus, Latin for The Most Bountiful God, quote.  The pope proclaimed this dogma after a broad consultation of bishops, theologians and laity since what he declared was already a common belief in the Catholic Church.  The tradition of the Assumption of Mary goes back to the Council of Chalcedon in 451 when Emperor Marcian asked the Patriarch of Jerusalem to bring the relics of Mary to the capital of Constantinople and the Patriarch explained there are no relics.  Tradition tells us that Mary died peacefully in the presence of the apostles but when her tomb was opened sometime later there was nothing there.  For centuries, the Church held fast to this doctrine that Mary was assumed body and soul into heaven and by the 13th century there was universal agreement.   In this Dogma there is a distinction made between the Ascension of Jesus Christ who ascended into heaven as a sign of divine power and that Mary was assumed into heaven by the power and grace of God.  

In 1964 during the 2nd Vatican Council, the bishops reaffirmed the truth of the Assumption as declared by Pope Pius XII in Lumen Genium, quote.  The catechism tells us “The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin is a singular participation in her Son’s Resurrection and the anticipation of the resurrection of other Christians.  That Glorified in body and soul, Mary is already in the state that will be ours after the Resurrection of the dead.  






DEVOTION TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN 

Marian Holy Days of Obligation 
 The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God – January 1 
 Feast of the Assumption – August 15 
 Feast of the Immaculate Conception – December 8 
May, the Month of Mary 
October, Month of the Rosary 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Catechism tells us the Church’s devotion to the Blessed Virgin is fundamental to Christian worship.  As a Church we rightly honor Mary with special devotions.  

We celebrate specific Marian feast as Holy Days of Obligation bullets
Two months in the calendar year are set aside to honor Mary.  Bullets

There are many forms of Marian devotion:  
Rosary – The repetitive prayer that is meant to lead us into restful and contemplative prayer related to each Mystery of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.  
Marian celebrations such as May Crowning
Holy Medals such as the Immaculate Mary 
The Sacred Heart of Mary which is intimately connected to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  Pope Pius XII  established The feast of the Immaculate Heart to be celebrated on the Saturday following the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  
Daily prayers such as the Angelus and Novenas.
Icons and the other beautiful art depicting Mary.







APPARITIONS AND 
APPEARANCES 

Process for approval of Apparitions: 

 Responsibility of the local bishop 

 Three possible conclusions  
 The Apparition is true and worthy of belief 
 The Apparition is not true – Appeal 
 Inconclusive – more help needed 

 Approval process is always lengthy 

 Belief in Apparitions is not required 

“The criterion for judging the truth of a 
private revelation is its orientation to 

Christ himself.”  Pope Benedict XVI 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Over the centuries, the Virgin Mary has made her presence known in a variety of apparitions and appearances. (*)  The purpose of Marian apparitions is to recall and emphasize some aspect of the Christian message. The Catholic Church states that cures and other miraculous events are not the purpose of Marian apparitions, but exist primarily to validate and draw attention to the underlying Christian message.

According to the doctrine of the Catholic Church, all public revelation ended with the death of the last living Apostle.  Marian apparitions, if deemed genuine by official Church authority, are treated as private revelations that may emphasize some facet of the already received public revelation for a specific purpose but Marian apparitions can never add anything new to the deposit of faith.  

The Catholic Church has a distinct process and official norms to determine the credibility of alleged Marian apparitions.  
Determining the veracity of an apparition falls to the local bishop who uses the norms established by the Vatican’s doctrinal congregation.  In this process, the local bishop should set up a commission of experts including theologians, canonists, psychologists and doctors to help determine the facts.  These facts would determine the mental, moral and spiritual wholesomeness and seriousness of the visionary and whether the message and testimony are free from theological and doctrinal error.  +
	


The local bishop can come to one of three conclusions:  
The apparition is true and worthy of belief by the faithful.
The bishop may say the apparition is not true but this conclusion does leave open the possibility for appeal.  
The third conclusion is when the bishop can’t make a definitive decision and needs more help to decide yes or no.  In this last scenario, the investigation is brought to the country’s bishop’s conference and if that body cannot make a decision then it is turned over to the pope who delegates the doctrinal congregation to give advise or appoint others to investigate.  The apparitions in Medjugorje is an example of where the local and country’s bishops have not reached a definitive decision so they have asked the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith to intervene.  

Granting approval is something the Catholic Church takes very seriously and the process is never brief with some cases taking hundreds of years.  Visionaries and witnesses must be questioned and the fruits of the apparitions, such as conversions, miracles and healings must be thoroughly examined.  

Although the Catholic Church encourages all forms of devotion to Mary, the Church never requires the faithful to believe in apparitions, not even those recognized by the church.  

Pope Benedict XVI reaffirmed this but went on to say: quote.  Pope Benedict stated that belief in Marian Apparitions should never lead people away from Jesus but should urge them toward closer communion with Christ and the Gospel.  



MARY IN CHRISTIAN ART 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Blessed Virgin Mary has been one of the major subjects of Western Art for centuries.  Numerous pieces of Marian art have been created covering a range of topics from such masters as Michelangelo and Botticelli as well as works by unknown peasant artisans.  

Western art abounds with paintings and sculptures of the Virgin Mary and until the 18th century, she was the single most frequently depicted female figure.  The images of Mary have changed, sometimes is markedly ways, over the centuries. Her myriad titles give some indication of this: Virgin of Virgins, Holy Mother of God, Queen of all Saints, Queen of Mercy, Queen of Peace, Our Lady of Good Counsel, Our Lady of Guadalupe, Our Lady of Lourdes, Our Lady of Fatima and the list goes on to included dozens of designations for her.    But even as Mary’s representations shift to emphasize different facets of her role in Christian history, her essential qualities remain the same: faithfulness, devotion, humility, purity.

The earlies depictions of Mary date back to the 2nd and 3rd centuries in early Christianity and are found in the catacombs of Rome.  Pic  The classical Madonna or Theotokos (Mother of God) imagery of Mary develops from the 5th century from these images when Marian devotion rose to great important after the Council of Ephesus when she was formally affirmed her status as Mother of God.  This Theotokos or Mother of God iconography rose to great importance in the high medieval period from the 12th to 14th centuries both in the Latin Rite Catholic Church as well as the Eastern Orthodox Church.  +



Pre-Renaissance depictions of Mary represented her as Pic queenly, ennobled, enthroned, surrounded by angels and engulfed in celestial light.  By the late Middle ages images of Mary became more approachable Pic appearing as less the queen of heaven and more the Mother of her son Jesus.  This depiction of Mary as the humble mother of her son is crucial to the doctrine of Jesus’ authentic humanity where Mary is his link to his human nature and earthly experience.  This image is also know as the model of Christian womanhood.  

During the Counter-Reformation, Mary is returned to her seat of power Pic responding to the Protestant minimization of her part in humanity’s salvation.  These images re-emphasized her position as Mother of God.  It is during this period that Mary takes on a growing role of her own in the lives of all the faithful as the supreme intercessor between her son and whose who follow him.  What is remarkable in these depictions is that Mary almost never gazes at the viewer Pic casting her eyes downward suggesting solemnity, a soul turned inward in humility.  

Depictions of Mary in Christian art are steeped in symbolism from the most intricate Icons Pic to the most modern of images Pic.  These symbolic images have been created to draw us into the life of Mary as our Mother, our intercessor and as Queen of Heaven guiding us all into eternal glory.  







MARY – MOTHER OF CHRIST, MOTHER OF 
THE CHURCH 

“Therefore, for the glory of the Virgin Mary and for Our own 
consolation, We proclaim the Most Blessed Mary Mother of 

the Church, that is to say of all the people of God, of the 
faithful as well as of the Pastors, who call her the most loving 
Mother.  And We wish that the Mother of God should be still 
more honored and invoked by the entire Christian people by 

this most sweet title.     

This is a title, Venerable Brothers, not new to Christian piety; 
it is precisely by this title, in preference to all others, that the 

faithful and the Church address Mary.  It truly is part of 
the genuine substance of devotion to Mary, finding its 

justification in the very dignity of the Mother of the Word 
Incarnate.” 

(Pope Paul VI) 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The genuine significance of Catholic devotion to Mary needs to be seen in the light of the Incarnation itself. The Church cannot separate the Son and the Mother. Because the Church was conceived by the Incarnation, death and resurrection of Jesus, the Church believes that the one who was closest to Him should have a special place in the Church.  We can use the analogy of when a room is heated by an open flame, we know that those who stand closest to the fireplace are the ones who are warmest. And when God comes into the world through the instrumentality of one of His servants, then there is nothing surprising about the fact that His chosen instrument should have the greatest and most intimate share in the divine gift of Jesus.

On November 21, 1964, at the close of the third session of the Second Vatican Council, the Pope Paul VI dedicated the following words to the honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary, renewing the Consecration first made by Pope Pius XII in 1952.   quote  quote



MARY’S DIVINE MATERNITY 

“Just as, in fact, the Divine Maternity is the basis for 
her special relationship with Christ, and for her 

presence in the economy of salvation brought about 
by Jesus Christ, thus it also constitutes the principal 

basis for the relations between Mary and the Church, 
since she is the mother of Him Who, right from the 

time of His Incarnation in her virginal bosom, joined 
to Himself as head of His Mystical Body which is the 

Church. It is therefore with a soul full of trust and filial 
love that We raise Our glance to her, despite Our 

unworthiness and weakness.   

Pope Paul VI 
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Presentation Notes
Pope Paul defined Mary’s Divine Maternity this way.  Quote.  



MARY, OUR 
SPIRITUAL MOTHER 

“In the designs of divine Providence she was 
the gracious mother of the divine Redeemer 
here on earth, and above all others and in a 

singular way the generous associate and 
humble handmaid of the Lord. Thus, in a 

wholly singular way she cooperated by her 
obedience, faith, hope and burning charity in 

the work of the Savior in restoring 
supernatural life to souls.  For this reason she 

is a mother to us in the order of grace.”   

(LG 61) 
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Presentation Notes
In addition to her divine maternity, Mary serves as a Spiritual Mother for all Christians.  Mary is the mother of all humanity as stated in Lumen Gentium…quote.  

With these statements, Lumen Gentium gives proper emphasis to the fact that the Blessed Virgin was intimately associated with Christ’s redemptive work, becoming his generous associate in a singular way.  The 2nd Vatican Council pointed out that Mary’s co-operation was inspired by the virtues of obedience, faith, hope and charity and accomplished under the influence of the Holy Spirit.  Mary’s universal spiritual motherhood stems precisely from this co-operation.  

In saying that Mary is “a mother to us in the order of grace” the Council stresses that her spiritual motherhood is not limited to the disciples alone but to all of humanity.  Mary’s universal mission is exercised in the context of her unique relationship with the Church.  With her concern for every Christian she guides the faith of the Church towards an every deeper acceptance of God’s Word.  

During her earthly life, Mary showed her spiritual motherhood to the Church for a very short time but this spiritual motherhood endures until the end of time.  




MEMORIAL OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, 
MOTHER OF THE CHURCH 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In light of the Church’s tradition of the Blessed Virgin Mary as the Mother of the Church, on March 3, 2018, Pope Francis decreed that “the Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church,” should be added to the Roman Calendar on the Monday after Pentecost and be celebrated every year in churches throughout the world.



GROWING IN 
RELATIONSHIP WITH 

THE VIRGIN MARY 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As catechists how do we help our students, family, and friends grow in their relationship with Mary?  The answer is actually very simple; just spend time with her.  

To pray the rosary either as individuals or with a group asking for Mary’s intercession as we reflect on the life of Christ through the Mysteries of the Rosary.  

To pray the many prayers devoted to Mary such as the Magnificat, the Memorare, Hail Holy Queen, the Angelus, the Salve Regina and many, many others.

To celebrate the Church’s feast days devoted to Mary especially the Feasts of Mary, the Mother of God, the Assumption and the Immaculate Conception.

To listen, sing, reflect and meditate on the many beautiful hymns devoted to Mary.

To read and reflect on what scripture tells us of Mary’s life and devotion to God in the Gospels of Luke and John.  



WALKING WITH MARY IN OUR DAILY 
LIVES 

 How can I follow the example of Mary with my unconditional “Yes”? 

 How can I live my life more joyfully like Mary? 

 How do I need to live my life as if I am truly dependent on God?   

 How can I follow the example of Mary’s total trust and surrender in her moments of 
suffering and sorrow during my own times of suffering and sorrow?  

 How does the example of Mary’s intercession help me to intercede for those around 
me? 

 As I learn more about the life of Mary, in what ways am I inspired to follow her 
example of humility, servanthood, joy and trust more in my daily life?    

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mary, the Mother of God, has set a high standard for how we should live our daily lives.  
At every Mass, we hear the greeting, “The Lord be with You” echoing Gabriel’s words to Mary at the Annunciation.  What do those words mean for us today when we hear them at Mass?  We know that Mary remained open to whatever God might ask of her.  How do we respond when God calls us to  do something difficult, make a big change or give something up?  *
Mary described herself as a “servant of the Lord”.  She followed God’s will joyfully like a lover wanting to fulfill the desires of her beloved giving up her own interests, desires and pursuits. *
In Mary’s prayer, the Magnificat, she models true humility.  Are we living our lives as if we are truly dependent on God? *
Mary responded to all the difficult times in her life by keeping all these things and pondering them in her heart.  Forty days after Jesus was born, Mary heard the ominous prophecy abut her son’s future rejection and death.  Mary did not run away from this suffering but saw it as an opportunity to draw closer to Jesus in his suffering.  *
When Jesus became lost at the age of 12 on their journey back from Jerusalem, Mary experienced the worst panic a parent can experience.  When Jesus was found, she accepted his words, “Did you not know I must be about my Father’s house?” even though she did not fully understand their meaning.  *



At Cana, Mary is a model of compassion as she notices the crisis befalling the family of the wedding couple.  She becomes a loving intercessor bringing the problem to her son and telling them, “Do whatever he tells you.”  *
At the cross Jesus gives his mother to us as our spiritual mother as he told the beloved disciple: “Behold your mother.”  *
Mary is rewarded for her continuous faithfulness throughout her life by being crowned Queen of Heaven.  Mary is revealed as the mother of all who “keep the commandments of God and bear testimony to Jesus”, as mother to all faithful Christians.  *



RESOURCES 



DIOCESE OF BOISE 
OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND  

CATECHETICAL LEADERSHIP 

Jackie Hopper 
208-350-7541 

jhopper@rcdb.org 
www.catholicidaho.org 

mailto:jhopper@rcdb.org
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