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Outcomes for 
Morality & Ethics 

 Explain how the call to dignity of each human person 
and the common good, ground us in the Church’s 
teaching in personal and social morality. 

 Define objective moral truth and the sources of moral 
norms in the Church. 

 Explain what is meant by a “well-formed conscience.”  

 Be able to use a process for Catholic moral issues. 

 Explain how the Christian virtues, Theological and 
Cardinal, are relevant to moral decision making. 

 Explain the primacy of the Church’s moral teaching in 
the life of the believer and the inviolability of human 
conscience.   



Opening Reflection 



Catholic  
Moral 
Theology 

“Our response to the initiative of God’s offer 
of love” 

 Catholic Social Teaching 

 Catholic Medical Ethics 

 Catholic Sexual Ethics 

 Catholic doctrines on individual moral 
virtue and moral theory 

 “How one is to act” vs “What one is to 
believe” 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Systematic theology seeks to understand and make more understandable the central doctrines of faith and how they are related to each other, how they are rooted in Scripture and have developed in the history of the church.  It strives to express and sometimes reinterpret the church's doctrinal tradition in order to better communicate the mystery of salvation bringing it into a dialogue with our culture.Catholic Moral Theology is a particular expression of systematic theology that focuses on the implications of faith for the way we live.  It is concerned with God’s revelation of divine love calling for **  This response to the initiative of God’s offer of love is the very soul of the moral life.  Catholic moral theology, is a major category of doctrine in the Catholic Church, equivalent to religious ethics which are the moral principles that guide religions and  set the standard for what is and isn't acceptable behavior.  Moral theology encompasses ** Roman Catholic social teaching, ** Catholic medical ethics, **sexual ethics, and ** various doctrines on individual moral virtue and moral theory.  ** It can be distinguished as dealing with "how one is to act", in contrast to dogmatic theology which proposes "what one is to believe".  Christian Moral Theology wants to know what difference being a Christian believer makes for the way we live our lives.  



Ethics of 
Being 

Patterns of actions. 

Habits we acquire. 

Vision we have of life. 

Values, convictions or beliefs we live by. 

 Intentions we have. 

Dispositions and what affects our actions. 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Morality - behavior that is guided by rules and the actions we take to follow or break those rules.  But if we focus too much on the rules, we lose sight of the Christian moral life as one in which we live a way of life guided by the story of Jesus Christ.  Who we are is the key element of Catholic morally.  Moral theology pays close attention to the “ethics of being” which focuses on what is happening to the person performing the actions rather than on the actions themselves.  Ethics of Being focuses on: BulletsThe Ethics of Being in a Christian context asks.  Quote	



“What sort of person 
should I be, and what 

sort of action should I do 
by virtue of being a 
believer of Christ?”   

Ethics of Doing 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good intentions, habits, how we view life, our values, convictions and dispositions do not make for a complete moral life.  Ethics of Doing focuses on the decisions we make to resolve moral conflicts so that we might do the right action.  It asks the question quote.  As a discipline of theology, Moral Theology assumes we have a commitment of faith to accept the mystery of Christ as the full revelation of God and accept these sources of faith as valid ways of coming to the truth about, being human, and living in the world.  



The Dignity of the Human Person 

“The dignity of the human person is rooted in his creation in the image and likeness of God; 
it is fulfilled in his vocation to divine beatitude.  

 It is essential to a human being freely to direct himself to this fulfillment.  By his deliberate 
actions, the human person does, or does not, conform to the good promised by God and 

attested by moral conscience.   

Human beings make their own contribution to their interior growth; they make their whole 
sentient and spiritual lives into means of this growth.   

With the help of grace they grow in virtue, avoid sin, and if they sin they entrust themselves 
as did the prodigal son to the mercy of our Father in heaven.   

In this way they attain to the perfection of charity.”   (CCC 1700) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Basic principle of the Christian moral life - awareness that every person bears the dignity of being made in the image of God.  Since Vatican II, most moral theologians suggest that the human person is the most appropriate point of departure for the meaning of morality and providing the fundamental criteria that are necessary for dealing with specific moral questions.  We read in the Catechism.   Quotes…God gives us an immortal soul along with the gifts of intelligence and reason.  God also gives us free will that allows us to seek and love what is true, good and beautiful.  But since we suffer from the effects of original sin we are not always strong in our desire to avoid sin.  To say that the human person is the “image of God” is first a theological statement before it is an anthropological one.  To say we are created in the image of God says something about our relationship with God and what it means to be fully human.  



Human Dignity 
and Catholic 

Social Teaching 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Catholic Church proclaims:  human life is sacred and the dignity of the human person is the foundation for a moral vision for society.  This belief is the foundation of all the principles of our Catholic social teaching as we see in this video from the USCCB….video



“…whatever you did for the least brothers of 
mine, you did for me.” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Catholic social teaching is central and essential in the moral life.  It’s rooted in the Hebrew prophets who announced God's special love for the poor and called God's people to a covenant of love and justice.  A teaching founded on the life and words of Jesus who came to **Catholic social teaching emerges from the truth of God’s revelation of aa triune God whose very nature is communal and social. God the Father - sent his only Son Jesus Christ and shares the Holy Spirit as his gift of love. God reveals himself to us as one who is relational. Therefore, we who are made in God's image share this communal, social nature. We are called to reach out and to build relationships of love and justice.Catholic social teaching is based on and inseparable from our understanding of human life and human dignity. Every human being is created in the image of God and redeemed by Jesus Christ therefore important and worthy of respect, even those who fail in their efforts to love their fellow man.  Every person, from the moment of conception to natural death, has inherent dignity and a right to life consistent with that dignity.  A dignity that comes from God, not from any human quality or accomplishment.  



Life and Dignity of the Human Person in Scripture 

 “God created man and woman in his image.”   (Gen. 1:26-31) 

 “God loves the orphan, the widow, and the stranger.”  (Dt. 10:17-19) 

 “The Lord is the maker of both rich and poor.”  (Prv. 22:2) 

 “The good Samaritan recognized the dignity in the other and cared for his life.”  (Lk. 10:25-37) 

 “Jesus broke with societal and religious customs to honor the dignity of the Samaritan woman.”  
(Jn. 4:1-42) 

 “Love one another, contribute to the needs of others, live peaceably with all.”  (Rom. 12:9-18) 

 “All Christians are one in Christ Jesus.”  (Gal. 3:27-28) 

 “Honor the Poor.”  (Jas. 2:1-8) 

 “See what love the Father has for us, that we should be called Children of God.”  (1 Jn. 3:1-2) 

 “Let us love one another because love is from God.”  (1 Jn. 4:7-12) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Respect for the life and dignity of the human person is steeped in scripture both in the Old and New Testament.  Bullets



Virtue  
 “A virtue is an habitual and firm 

disposition to do the good.  It allows 
the person not only to perform good 
acts, but to give the best of himself.”   
CCC 1803 

 

 “The goal of a virtuous life is to 
become like God.”  St. Gregory of 
Nyssa (335-395 AD) 
 

“Hinge” Virtues that 
enable us to live moral 

lives. 
Prudence 
          Justice 
                 Fortitude 
                        Temperance 

 
Theological Virtues 

Cardinal Virtues 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Christian moral life seeks to cultivate and practice virtue.  The catechism says quote.  St. Gregory of Nyssa in his work on the Beatitudes said quote.  An effective moral life demands the practice of both Human and Theological virtues.  Human virtues form the habits that support moral behavior, control passions, and avoid sin.  Human virtues guide our conduct according to the dictates of faith and reason and lead us toward freedom, self-control and joy in living a good moral life.  We group the human virtues around what are called the Cardinal virtues Bullet.  The term cardinal coming from the Latin word cardo meaning hinge Quote.  The Cardinal virtues are *** prudence, justice, fortitude and temperance and all human virtues such as compassion, responsibility, a sense of duty, self-discipline, honesty, loyalty, friendship, courage and persistence are “hinged to” one of the Cardinal virtues.    Each of the 10 Commandments forbids certain sins but each commandment also points to virtues that will help avoid such sins. Pride, greed, envy, anger, lust, gluttony, or laziness  can be overcome by  Virtues such as generosity, poverty of spirit, gentleness, purity of heart, temperance, and fortitude that assist us in overcoming and avoiding sin.   Next page…There are a number of ways to acquire human virtue.  Repetition of virtuous acts or the example of the virtuous acts of others can establish a pattern of virtuous behavior enabling the virtue within us to strengthen and grow.  We also have the gift of God’s grace to help us strengthen and purify our human virtues.  The reality of sin can hamper that virtuous growth but through prayer and the Sacraments, we open ourselves to the gifts of the Holy Spirit and God’s grace that enables us to avoid sin and grow in virtue.   Unlike the Cardinal virtues that relate to our humanness, the Theological virtues bullet of Faith, Hope & Charity connect us directly to our relationship and understanding of God.   They are not acquired through any human effort but are infused within us as gifts from God through our baptism.  The Theological virtues allows us to live in relationship with the Holy Spirit who empowers our human virtues by increasing their stability and strength in our lives.  



Basic Freedom or Freedom of self-determination 

 Hereditary genetics 

 Social-Cultural Environment 

Freedom of choice 

 Unconscious motives 

 Peer pressure 

 Drugs 

 Ignorance 

 Passions 

 Fears 

 Blind Habits 

 Other Outside influences 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Freedom is central to the moral life.  Morality pertains to those areas of our lives where freedom is possible and enables us to achieve our potential as images of God.  We speak of freedom in the moral life in two ways.  **The first is our basic freedom or the freedom of self-determination.  In coming to self-awareness we recognize the conditions that effect who we can become and what is possible for us to achieve.  Freedom acts within the given conditions of our  ** and  **.  We cannot change our genetics, but our freedom is subject to the social & cultural influences around us.  The primary goal of moral education is to free us from the principles of our genetics that cannot be changed and the limits of our environmental experiences and allow us to live well within those limits.  Self-determination helps us to honestly see the persons we are and the persons we can become.  Life is not a matter of just playing with the hand we have been dealt but playing well the hand we have been given.  **The other kind of freedom in the moral life is our freedom of choice where we can choose one option from a number of options.  This kind of freedom can be subject to our hereditary traits but also such factors as bullets.  The more we become aware of these influences, the more we will be able to overcome their negative effects.  Responsible freedom is choosing an identity, regardless of our hereditary traits and influences, to become the sort of person who chooses right moral decisions.   



Conceptual Knowledge 

 Knowledge of Self 

 Knowledge of Moral Values 

 

 

 

 

 

 Evaluative Knowledge 

 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another important foundation of Christian morality is the knowledge and understanding of moral acts.  **Conceptual knowledge - the consciousness of moral reality.  This knowledge is necessary for passing on moral wisdom from generation to generation. Conceptual knowledge pertains to both **knowledge of self and a **knowledge of moral values.  Conceptual knowledge is symbolized by the **head.  It is knowledge that is fairly easy to grasp, to verify and is easy to communicate because of the concrete facts involved.  Through Conceptual knowledge we discover our capacity for a moral life as well as our limitations.  How do we live according to the graces we have received?  What are the personality traits I have been given?  Am I introverted or extroverted?  What are the moral standards in the environment in which I was formed?  What educational opportunities have been afforded to me? Our Conceptual knowledge about moral values comes from what we learn about moral rules and the strategies for doing what the rules require but conceptual knowledge is the least helpful if our goal is to achieve moral conversion.  We do not change what we or another person may value simply through correct information or rational explanations. Next page..**True moral knowledge is called evaluative knowledge, the **heart’s knowledge that can be difficult to express in concrete concepts or facts.  No matter how many facts or educational words we use, we can never completely express what happens within our personal encounters of the heart.  We do not gain evaluative knowledge through words but by touch, sight and sound.  By experiencing victories and failures, joys and sorrows.  It is a Felt knowledge that we discover through our personal encounters and reflection on those encounters that touches the deepest level of ourselves as persons, a deeply personal reality that is difficult to express to others.  With Evaluative knowledge we refrain from making absolute and final judgments not only about our own moral status but about others since we don’t have a window into their soul to see how he or she stands before God.  A teaching from the Council of Trent on justification declares that no one but God can know with absolute certitude the relationship another has with God.  This is why as Catholics we do not support the death penalty because we do not know the judgment of God.  Pertaining to moral values, evaluative knowledge is looking at what we truly value not just on the basis of what we are told but what we have discovered to be valuable.  This kind of knowledge is not acquired through facts or rational argument alone but by personal experience, personal discovery, and personal appreciation of moral values.  It is through both the Conceptual (what are the rules? how did these rules develop?  what  will happen if I do or do not keep these rules?) and the Evaluative (what motivates me to follow the rules?  What does my heart tell me about the values needed to live a moral life?) that enable us to understand and evaluate sin and our moral decisions.  



“Sin is present in human history; any 
attempt to ignore it or to give this dark 

reality other names would be futile.  To try 
to understand what sin is, one must first 

recognize the profound relation of man to 
God, for only in this relationship is the evil 

of sin unmasked in its true identity as 
humanity’s rejection of God and 

opposition to him, even as it continues to 
weigh heavy on human life and history.”   

CCC #386 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We cannot speak about living a life in Christ without acknowledging the reality of sin, our own sinfulness, and our need for God’s mercy.  No one doubts the presence of evil in the world.  We experience it in a variety of ways:  in national and international conflict, domestic and street violence, political and corporate corruption and a host of manifestations of sexism, racism, ageism and other violations of justice.  For various reasons, sin has lost its hold on society.  Pope John Paul II credited secularism with contributing to this loss of the sense of sin.The catechism describes the Reality of sin as…Quote.  



Sin: The Biblical 
Perspective 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So how do we retrieve a sense of sin?  Contemporary moral theology says it is through a ** sense of responsibility.  This is the essential theme of Christian faith and the moral life.  Since God is present in every aspect of our lives and in all our actions, our response to that presence impacts every moral decision we make.  If being responsible sums up the quality of character and actions for making Christian moral decisions, then sin marks the failure to be fully responsible.  In scripture, Christian morality is viewed as our primary Christian vocation. From the perspective of vocation, **God calls, we respond.  We respond  to the Word of God as spoken to us by the prophets and Jesus as well as in and through all the people and events in our lives.  Our response is the covenant relationship we have with God.  A relationship in which God loves us unconditionally, a completely gratuitous love and pure grace that works with our freedom that awaits our acceptance of that love and grace.  Once we accept that offer, we commit ourselves to living as the covenant requires.  Sin is acting contrary to these covenant requirements. Sin is failing in our response to live a Christian moral life.   But if we follow God, remain faithful to our covenant, we can live Christian moral lives.  



We Respond with Self-Worth 

“I have called you by name; you are mine.” 
 

“How could I give you up, Ephraim, or 
deliver you up, Israel?...My heart is 
overwhelmed, my pity is stirred.” 

 
“Whoever humbles himself like this child is 
the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  And 
whoever receives one child such as this in 

my name receives me.”   
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The response we are called to give can be summarized in 3 ways.  The first is to respect the worth of ourselves and others.  As humans, our hearts hunger for love and to know that we count in the eyes of someone special.  We long to know that we are loved, that we are valued and the source of delight for another.  In the covenant we have with God, we have that guarantee of love and value.Various scripture passages and images help us to understand this divine love as our true source of worth and our only true security.  In Isaiah we read.. quote.  In Hosea, we read of God’s love for a rebellious people as the image of the love of the parent for a child.  Quote.  And in Matthew we see the powerful image of a child whose worth does not come from what he achieves but simply by the generous love of Jesus.  Quote.  With sin, worth becomes established on the basis of surrogate loves or idols such as our talents, our efficiency, our intelligence, our wealth or our social status.  These are loves that we create for ourselves that takes away the security of being loveable and acceptable.  When we fill our lives with these self-created loves, we have no room for God’s love and traps us in the self-absorbing fear that we are not as loveable as we really are.  We become driven to strive for more qualities and achievements that will make us more acceptable and ultimately more loveable.  It is not until we overcome the temptation to see ourselves as self-sufficient that we are able to surrender and become completely dependent in God’s love.  



We Respond in Solidarity 

“This then is not a feeling of vague compassion or shallow 
distress at the misfortunes of so many people, both near and 

far.  On the contrary, it is a firm and persevering 
determination to commit oneself to the common good; that 
is to say to the good of all and of each individual, because 

we are all really responsible for all.”  Pope John Paul II 
 

“Solidarity helps us to see the “other” – whether a person, 
people or nation – not just as some kind of instrument, with 

a work capacity and physical strength to be exploited at low 
cost and then discarded when no longer useful, but as our 
“neighbor,” a “helper,” to be made a sharer, on a par with 
ourselves, in the banquet of life in which all are equally 

invited by God.”  Pope John Paul II 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The same divine love that calls us into covenant with God and establishes our worth also cultivates our relationships with other people and with all of creation.  God calls us to be social beings living within a moral community that is called to the same covenant principles.   In Pope John Paul II’s encyclical on social concerns he spoke of solidarity as a virtue, a moral and social attitude:  quote.  This tells us that our covenant with God is not fully realized until we live the commitment to be responsible to and for one another, to be in solidarity as covenant partners.  Pope John Paul goes on to say…  quote.    Sin from the perspective of solidarity -promotes a need for domination of one form of life, culture, race, wildlife or even land mass over another.  When one form of life dominates, the sanctity of all collapses which betrays  the social commitment demanded by justice.  It is a betrayal of God leading to the perpetuation of social sin.  Throughout our lives we are given opportunities to make our world a better place.  But when we live with indifference, jealousy, envy, contempt, domination, possessiveness, or prejudice, we ignore situations that require works of justice, mercy and love and we fail at our call of divine-human solidarity.  When we respond in solidarity, we challenge injustice at all levels.  



We Respond with Fidelity 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The final response is our fidelity in order for self-worth and solidarity to be fully expressed.   When we look from the perspective of virtue and living a covenant life, we ask ourselves “what sort of person should I be”?  The answer would is to be faithful, to be trustworthy, to live a life of fidelity.  Fidelity is woven in the fabric of our covenant with God and to shred this fabric through infidelity, ruins the entire cloth.  Fidelity and trustworthiness binds all the covenantal partners together.  When fidelity and trust are gone, the relationship of love breaks down.  This betrayal of trust and fidelity is evident in two garden stories in Scripture.  The first is the betrayal of ** Eve and Adam in the Garden of Eden where the serpent of evil enters to sows seeds of distrust by suggesting that God cannot be trusted and promises Adam and Eve the power of the knowledge of good and evil.  As we know, Adam and Eve choose to believe the serpent thus breaking their covenantal relationship with God.  The moment they refuse to trust God they also refuse to trust each other.  They hide in the bushes covering their nakedness because to stand naked before another is to leave ourselves vulnerable putting all our trust in the other person.  The 2nd garden story  ** is the betrayal of Judas in the garden of Gethsemane.  In the midst of the steadfast fidelity that Jesus put in God by not abandoning his mission and the acceptance of his death on the cross, Judas becomes the example of ultimate betrayal of that fidelity.  Next page…In each of these stories these individuals refused to believe that God could be trusted.  In a covenant, we entrust something of value, ourselves, to another.  God entrusts his divine love, most fully expressed the person of Jesus.  In a marriage we entrust to another our whole selves and our lives. In healthcare we entrust our physical well-being to a health-care professional and in legal matters we entrust our legal rights to a legal professional.  In making these acts of trust, we entrust the other with power.  Sin abuses that power allowing in fear and suspicion that keeps us from knowing the other as a true gift.  Sin  abuses the power we give to another when they betray things like a personal secret, our health, our property and our bodies.  This leads to suspicion causing us to want to control, dominate or manipulate another person’s gifts for our own self interests.  



Sin: The 
Arrogance of 

Power 

Transcendent Dimension 
 

 

 

 

 

 Immanent Dimension 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The sin of infidelity is ultimately an arrogant use of power.  If we understand sin as the breakdown of relationships in the covenant, then we have both a transcendent and an immanent dimension to sin.  The **transcendent dimension expresses a break in our relationship to God **.  Sin in this dimension is our “No” to God’s invitation of love.  Sin is our way of rebelling not only against God, which we rarely do directly, but against the living images of God, which is one another.  This accounts for the ** immanent dimension of sin where we refuse to see the** importance of the human community as the place in and through which we receive love and give love.  Sin in the immanent dimension is the “No” to loving relationships with our neighbor.  We sin when we choose to turn inward and cut off the dynamics of giving and receiving love from others.  In this sense, sin is always a type of self-absorption.  Whatever the sin whether it be gossip, stealing, abusing, or ignoring, what is important is how the life-giving relationships are weakened or broken entirely.  In sin, we cease to pay attention or to even care about, anyone outside ourselves.  It is the failure to love or accept love.  



Breaking the 
Dynamic 

Power of Sin 
“I no longer call you slaves, because a slave does 

not know what the master is doing.  I have called you 
friends, because I have told you everything I have 

heard from my Father.  It was not you who chose me, 
but I who chose you and appointed you to go and 

bear fruit that will remain, so that whatever you ask 
the Father in my name he may give to you.  This I 

command you, love one another.”  Jn 15:15-17 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We break the power of sin when we realize that we are loved apart from any personal achievements or virtue.  When we realize that only God’s love is so permanent and profound as to release us from our sin.  Divine love is the only love that truly satisfies our longing, opening our hearts to nurture the life-giving potential in ourselves and in others that transforms our human relationships, institutions, society and all of creation.  When we accept the gift of divine love, then we are taking Jesus at his word;  quote.  As friends, we become united with the mission of Jesus to use our power so that all may have abundant life.  



Conscience 
“Conscience must be informed and moral 

judgment enlightened.  A well-formed 
conscience is upright and truthful.   

CCC #1783 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now that we have looked sin from a biblical perspective, from the transcendent and imminent dimensions of our relationships,  we turn now to the role of Conscience in relationship to sin.  The word Conscience is something we often talk but not always completely understood.  We all know we have a conscience, but our experience of conscience can be vague at times.  It is not like we have our own Jiminy Cricket helping us with our moral decisions.  We struggle with conscience when faced with big decisions in our life such as the choice of a career or whether to be a conscientious objector to war.  We also sometimes rely on our conscience in smaller matters such as jaywalking or snitching that cookie from the cookie jar.  The catechism tells us quote.  So that we can utilize our conscience in matter big and small we have to have a well-formed conscience which is essential in avoiding the negative influences and temptations in our daily lives.  



“In the depths of his 
conscience, man detects a 

law which he does not impose 
upon himself, but which holds 

him to obedience.  Always 
summoning him to love good 

and avoid evil, the voice of 
conscience can when 

necessary speak to his heart 
more specifically; do this, 

shun that.  For man has in his 
heart a law written by God.  

To obey it is the very dignity 
of man; according to it he will 

be judged.   

Gaudium et Spes #16 

Moral 
Conscience and 
Catholic 
Tradition 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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The Formation 
of Conscience 

What should I do?   

 

What sort of person should 
I become? 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the moral formation of adults, the pastoral activity of the church to enable us to make our own moral decisions under the guidance of scripture and the teachings of the Church.  The purpose is not to provide all the answers to our moral questions but to provide the process to arrive at a moral decision. Most of the time the formation of conscience is preoccupied with the practical moral question, quote.  But when the right choice becomes the primary quest, the formation of conscience becomes just a matter of acquiring the necessary skills for making right judgments.  This method reduces the moral life to making choices only on the basis of reason and limits the formation of conscience only to the development of moral reasoning and ignoring what is involved in the formation of the Christian conscience. The formation of conscience must entail more than the simple question, What should I  do? but should address the moral question, quote.  This directs the formation of conscience as not just increasing our knowledge of facts, values, or skills but as a more complete picture of a person’s moral character.  The moral life is not just what and how we choose but who we are.  The catechism tell us quote.  So how do we recognize the moral quality of our actions?  



Sources of Moral Wisdom 
in the Formation of 

Conscience 

 

 

As Humans:  Family, Friends, Colleagues 
& Experts in the field pertaining to the 
judgment at hand. 
 
As Christians:  Scripture, Creeds, Lives of 
the Saints, & Theologians past and 
present. 
 
As Catholics:  The official Teachings of 
the Magisterium as well as our rich 
heritage of Stories, Images, Language, 
Rituals, Devotional Practices & Spiritual 
disciplines. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Just as the Potter needs resources such as clay, water, a potter’s wheel and a kiln to harden their work of art, Christians depend on several sources of moral wisdom in the formation of conscience.   As humans  bulletsAs Christians  bulletsAs Catholics  bullets



Conscience and Character 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of the key elements in forming a Christian conscience is paying attention to the formation of character.  Theologians tell us that “who we are” matters in a moral sense.  If judgements of conscience are to be responses from the heart, then a lot depends on our character.  Moral choices are not made in a vacuum.  They are made by people who see the world in a certain way.  Our character determines our choices and our choices confirm or qualify our character.   Pic  The lives of the Saints, heroes and heroines of the Church illustrate this in how they refused to compromise on matters of morals even morals that may not seem significant to others.  How do we determine a person’s character?  We look at their patterns of actions that reflect their attitudes and dispositions that inspires them to act in a certain way.  Character identifies whether we see the world as hostile instilling fear and selfishness or a world that is a friendly place calling for our love and help.  We acquire our character by directing our freedom to loyalties outside ourselves.  Pic Christian character is formed by directing our freedom to the person and message of Jesus as the ultimate center of our loyalty.  Character is the result of the the values we make our own, the values that weave their way into our very being.  We can even change our character by accepting new values into our life.  This is the result of the conversion process.   



Formation of Conscience  

What is going on? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first task in forming our conscience is have vision or our way of “Seeing”.  Before we can answer the question, What should I do?, we need to ask **What is going on?  We choose what we do based on what we see, a vision that is formed by the influences that form our character.  In most circumstances, people do not make moral choices because of impersonal rules, rational thoughts or logical procedures.  Most of the time we do not have the option to sit down and ponder the rational and logic of our choices.  The real world of our choices includes imagination, vision, habits, what we love, our dispositions and non-rational factors such as plain old gut feelings.  We make our decisions more out of the beliefs we live by and the habits we have formed, than out of the rational principles we have learned, the conceptual knowledge.  A moral vision is inherited from the influences around us, our social world.  Vision is a community effort where we take on the tone, the opinions, the beliefs and values of family, friends, church community and fellow local citizens. If we grow up in an atmosphere that is lacking in loving concern for our fellow man, than we will make choices that may not be loving. If we grow up in a Christ-centered environment, we are more likely to make moral choices that reflect the gospel and teaching of Jesus.  The beliefs and values of a strong Christian community influences our moral conscience, it shapes how we see.  



Self 

Family 

Church 

Workplace 

Local Community 

National Politics 

Global Society 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Unfortunately, there is intense competition between Christian values and the others that vie for our attention such as our *Family….., our *Church…. our *Work … our *Local Community… our *National Politics… our *Global Society…. We also have to take into account the influence of ** 24/7 modern communication and social media on our views of violence, sexuality and the power of material possessions.  More and more the communication that permeates every minute of our day is becoming the place where we find our worldview usually staying within the worldview of our comfort zones, those who agree with our opinions and ideals which is not always healthy.  Think about the influences in your life.  Which one would you place nearest to you, the influence that has the biggest impact on your moral choices.  How does that influence shape your attitudes toward moral issues such as divorce, homosexuality, pre-marital sex, the arms race, drug use, or euthanasia?  Which of these influences compliment your beliefs and which ones come into conflict with them?  Each world that influences us demands our loyalty in one way or another.  Each world has their unique stories, images and rituals and the more that we participate in those stories, images and rituals of a world, the more we are influenced as we make our moral choices.  



Moral Conversion 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The imagination is a powerful moral resource not to be equated with mere fantasy or make-believe but as our capacity to discern our worlds that influence us.  It is through the imaginative process that we bring together all the diverse experiences into a meaningful whole.  The imagination holds the images or pictures of our world determining what we see and the influences that affect how we respond.  Every teacher or preacher knows the power of images and examples in capturing the imagination and allowing the students or congregation to “get the picture”.  Moral conversion is a matter of re-organizing our imagination so we can see the dimensions of reality that may not have been available to us before.  The goal of pastoral ministry is to feed the imagination with the Christian stories and images that portray and describe goodness in the moral life and provide the truthful way to view the world, so we can help others “see” in a different way and respond appropriately.   Unfortunately, these stories and images often compete with the stories and images in our worlds of influence sometimes drowning out the Christian message.  It is up to us as Christians to hold fast to the Christian story and empower it to drown out the conflicting stories.   



Conscience and 
Choice 

• What? – the human situation of 
the moral reality 

• Who? – ourselves and others  

• When? and Where? 

• Why? – the question of motivation 

• How? – a matter of style 

• What if? – the foreseeable effects 

• What else? – possible alternatives 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From Vision comes Choice.  We make our moral choices on the basis of what we see and who we have become and we need some way to test our vision and character.  Do we see what is really there or do we see what we want to see?  Asking the right questions helps us to move toward seeing the reality of the situation in a correct way.  The What is the human situation of our moral reality.  What is the primary data (the physical, psychological and systematic data).  Good moral judgments reflect the situation as it really is.  In the case of war we would consider what war actually is, what destruction nuclear weapons can cause.  In medical matters we look at the facts of what abortion does to the fetus and the mother, what assisted suicide does to the patient and their family.  Even in everyday morality we look at what smoking does to the body,  what car pooling can do for the environment and what overwork and overeating can do to our overall health.  The Who reveals our personal character as well as any other persons involved in the decision.  The Who determines if we are more like Gandhi than Hitler or an authentic conscientious objector or just a coward.  These differences can alter the reality of our moral choices.  The Who gives us insight into the other persons are in our moral decisions which can affect our moral decisions especially if who we are, is drastically different from the other persons involved.    The 3rd & 4th questions, When and Where, help us determine the appropriateness of our choices depending on the time and place.  Driving 80 miles an hour has a different moral meaning when it is done in a school zone compared to on the Interstate.  Or yelling “fire” on a rifle range compared to in a crowded movie theater. Next page….The Why is the critical question of motivation.  Why do I care for my ailing parents?  Is it an expression of love and sincere care or to guarantee a substantial cut of the inheritance.  Why do I give large contributions to a charity such as St. Jude’s Children’s hospital?  To promote their efforts in health care and research for childhood cancer or to qualify for a sizable tax deduction.  The Why question helps us to find out if we are doing the right thing but for the wrong reasons. The enemy of good choices is rationalization where we con ourselves into believing we are doing something for the right reasons even if that is not the case. The ethical challenge of Why is to reach the highest possible level of honesty with ourselves so we can be clear as to our motives. The How can tell us much about our why which is an expression to our true convictions and real character.  Examples:  The saving of many American lives in World War II was a very good thing.  The how, dropping atomic bombs on Nagasaki and Hiroshima, did not justify the killing and maiming of thousands of Japanese civilians.  2.  Having a life with emotional calm is a good thing but if the how is to take illegal drugs to achieve this calm it does not justify the physical and psychological dependency that results.  Overlapping the How question is the What IF which probes the foreseeable effects.  If I choose this, what will result?  What are the foreseeable consequences for myself and others in the short and long term?  The What if forces us to face the reality that even a totally private moral act can and does affect others. The final question is What Else, what are the possible alternatives?  Most moral decisions are not either/or choices and generally we have more alternatives open to us than we think.  Too often we make the wrong moral choice not because we are bad people but because we have too little imagination.  We are not able to see the potential for good that may be right in front of us.  Asking What Else keep us open and challenges us to be creative and consult a wide base of moral wisdom and moral vision.  



Conscience and Church Authority 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Conscience, as we have seen, is our commitment to moral values and the judgment of what “I must do” and how we can apply those values in our lives.  All of us are bound to follow the judgment of a properly informed conscience. In all areas of our life, we rely on the experience and advice of knowledgeable persons.  If we need tax advice, we rely on an accountant.  If we need advice on how to fix our car, we go to a mechanic.  If we need advice on the best house to buy, we utilize the expertise of a realtor.  Creating an informed conscience uses the same format.  This means seeking out the sources of moral wisdom.  Who are the experts and knowledgeable people of moral wisdom.  For this, we look to the church and the magisterium as the source of moral authority and moral wisdom. Since the early part of the 19th century, the term magisterium has been used almost exclusively with reference to the hierarchy of the Pope, the bishops and the Roman congregations who represent the pope.  The magisterium is the exercise of official teaching authority in the church, an authority to teach by virtue of their inheriting the apostolic mandate to teach in the name of Christ.  In the Roman Catholic Church, the magisterium is the institutionalized authority in matters of faith and morals.  



The Magisterium 
and the Holy Spirit 
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The magisterium is guided by the Holy Spirit as they go through the human process of gathering data, reflecting on the data, consulting, making a proposal, entertaining counter-proposals, and doing more research.  The Spirit guides this learning-teaching process in the church in and through fallible human efforts.  This institutionalized authority in the magisterium provides a structure which can bring together, in a cooperative and complementary way, the experience and insights of various perspectives to reach as complete an expression of the truth about the moral life as possible.  By being attentive to the teachings of the magisterium, we can cut through all the conflicting voices, competing images and even our personal bias and rationalizations in order to hear the gospel more clearly in our moral discernment.  As Catholics, making decisions of conscience with indifference or in spite of the moral teachings of the magisterium, is to forfeit our claim to be acting as a loyal Catholic and according to a properly informed conscience.    



Response to Official Teaching 
“In matters of faith and morals, the bishops speak in the name of 
Christ and the faithful are to accept their teaching and adhere to 
it with a religious assent of soul.  This religious submission of will 

and of mind must be shown in a special way to the authentic 
teaching authority of the Roman Pontiff, even when he is not 

speaking ex cathedra.”  LG 25 

 

“Let the layman not imagine that his pastors are always such 
experts, that to every problem which arises, however 

complicated, they can readily give him a concrete solution, or 
even such is their mission.  Rather, enlightened by Christian 

wisdom and giving close attention to the teaching authority of the 
Church, let the layman take on his own distinctive role.  GS 43 
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This loyal response to magisterial teaching is highlighted in this passage from Lumen Gentium..  Quote  Submission of will and of mind calls for a full commitment of faith and is more than just respectful silence or simple conformity to the teachings of the church.  �Submission means we must strive for a personal appropriation of the teaching living it as a personal conviction. This religious assent or submission means we are motivated by the firm belief that Jesus commissioned the church to teach and that the Holy Spirit guides the church in the truth of these teachings.  The Vatican II documents go on to give us insight as to our role in the moral process.  Gaudium et Spes gives us our basic orientation.  Quote  This statement marks a clear shift from depending only on a supreme authority to responsibility on our part.  This doesn’t exclude the importance of the Magisterium in matter of faith and morals but affirms the importance of a well-informed conscience molded by a variety of moral wisdom.   Changing circumstances and the complex nature of some moral problems requires an informed conscience to carefully assess everything that is at stake taking into account Christian moral principles.  Since we are limited by our personal experience and vision we need to learn from the broader experience and vision of the Christian community in which we belong.  The official teaching of the magisterium can open us up to that broader experience that provides that broader vision.  



The Role of the 
Church and all the 
Baptized in the 
Moral Life 
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Presentation Notes
The ultimate goal of the Church in her role as a moral teacher is to keep discipleship alive by giving faithful witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ.  This witness does not belong to the church or the hierarchy alone but to all Christians.    The basic sentiment of Vatican II is that we are all in this together as we share the responsibility for the gospel by virtue of our baptism, not ordination.  All the baptized are called to participate as moral teachers according to one’s competence and office.  We are all called to teach by example in living a Christian moral life.  There are those who are also called to the special mission of catechist to pass on the official moral teachings of the Church.  It is important that the Church and the Faithful continue to evaluate moral values in light of a changing world.  Nuclear weapons, cloning, online security, climate change are relatively new moral dilemmas that call for adaptations or additions to past moral teachings.  It is important for the Church to have structures that promote active participation as moral teachers as a sign of respect for the faith that is lived out in the Faithful.  



Moral Norms 
The Moral Memory of the 

Community 

Presenter
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Moral norms - the criteria for judging the sort of person we ought to be and the actions we ought to perform in our faithful response to God’s call to be loving Christians.  Moral norms are derived from the experience of values, particularly the value of persons and their social relations.  The moral norm “do not kill” was in response to the experience that killing leads in a dehumanizing direction.  The norm “do not speak an untruth” protects the value of inter-personal confidence and trust which is needed to live together effectively.  *Moral norms are the moral memory of the community, the repository of its collective, experiential wisdom.  They preserve the insights of the human experience of value – those experiences of what helps or hinders the well-being of persons and their social relationships.  Moral norms allow us to bring to our moral judgments a breadth and depth which we could not achieve if we were to rely on our limited personal experience alone.  While never taking the place of the freedom of conscience, moral norms are an integral part of discerning what is good or bad, right or wrong.  



Formal Norms 
• The Great Commandment. 
• The Golden Rule. 
• Do Good and Avoid Evil. 
• The language of Virtue. 

Material Norms 
• What should I do? 
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There are two types of moral norms.  The first are **Formal Norms, or moral absolutes which are permanent and enduring norms.  They reflect what is universal to humankind such as basic needs of security, acceptance, affection, life and freedom.  Formal moral norms point to what the animating force of the moral life ought to be, what sort of person we ought to become by exhorting, challenging and encouraging.   Examples: * The great commandment to love God and our neighbor as ourselves.   ** The golden rule; Do unto others…  ** the principle of Natural Law to do good and avoid evil.   ** Moral norms are expressed positively in the language of virtue; be honest, be just, be chaste, be grateful, be humble, be prudent, be reasonable.  These norms are expressed negatively in the language of vice when we are selfish, vain, promiscuous, proud, stingy, merciless or foolish.  Where formal norms pertain to the sort of person we ought to be, **material norms relate to the sort of actions we ought to perform.  Material norms attach formal norms of virtue or vice to specific instances of behavior.  They lead us closer to answering the practical moral question ** What should I do?   



First-hand experience. 
Appreciation of the limitations of moral norms. 

 

Presenter
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Moral Norms are interrelated with the imagination.  Through our imagination we can see new aspects of our experience by using moral norms to inform our interpretations of moral reality.  We need both moral norms and the imagination to interact with each other in order to reach a proper moral judgment. Moral Norms will be more effective if we have a first-hand experience of living through the process which gives rise to those norms.  For example; norms regulating our relationship in health care and the protection of patient autonomy will make more sense to us when we have our own experience of the need to privacy and confidentiality.The imagination helps us to appreciate the limitations of moral norms which are formulated historically and linguistically making them open to future refinement.  An example is how the bishops had to rethink or reimagine the norms for a just war in light of the birth of nuclear weapons.The church is a rich source for reshaping our imagination.  The image of the reign of God can be a rich resource for approaching and understanding the norms of justice which apply to war and peace. The paschal mystery of Jesus and its story of suffering-death-resurrection can enliven and broaden the norms of care for the dying. A hero such as Thomas More can shape our vision of courage, loyalty and sacrifice.  The public celebrations of long-term wedding anniversaries can do much to enrich our understanding of norms orientated toward commitment and fidelity.  



What is morally right? What should I do in the name of love? 

Presenter
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Now that we have considered a way of determining the objective morality of our human actions, we need a strategy of love which enables us to do the right thing.  To move from asking,**“What is morally right?” to **What should I do in the name of love?”   For this we need a specific method of moral decision making.  A strategy which helps us to love well in-the-midst of conflicting values.  Just as insensitivity or inadequate reflection can block effective moral discernment and cause moral disagreement, a method of moral decision making that does not lead us to a strategy of love can create the same disagreement.   



Deontological 
Method 
What does the law require?   

What is my duty? 

 

Strength:  Preserves 
consistency and stability.   

Weakness:  Simplifies the 
past and present without 
considering the future.   

Presenter
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There are three methods or strategies of moral decision making.  The first is the Deontological method whereby law, duty, and obligation are the points of reference in deciding what to do by answering the questions ?? Or ??.  This method maintains that some actions are always right or always wrong.  Examples:  telling the truth and keeping promises are always right and killing the innocent is always wrong.  The deontological method ascertains that certain actions are “intrinsically morally evil” and can never be done since no set of intentions, circumstances or consequences could ever justify the act.  Such as murder, abortion, euthanasia, theft, lying, fornication, adultery and blasphemy.  �According to this method, we make moral decisions based on what duty or law applies to the situation or by referring to whatever the authority (secular, ecclesial or divine) demands of the person.  The strength of the deontological method is the preserved consistency and stability in the moral life that supports the social fabric of the community by giving prominence to the community’s shared norms, laws or duties as a point of reference.  The weakness of this position is that it does not adequately account for the human elements of moral living.  It simplifies the past and present without considering how the law could be changed in the future and does not account for the complexity of circumstances which can sometimes change the moral reality of an action.  



Teleological Method 
What is my Goal? 

What are the Consequences? 

 

• Strength:  Considers future 
implications. 

• Weakness:  Trades parts of 
morality for the consequences.   

 

Presenter
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The 2nd method is the Teleological approach where we ask the question **What is my goal?  The point of reference in this method is not the law, duty or obligation but **.  The teleological method determines possible alternatives to actions and the consequences of each one.  The alternatives are weighed to determine the greatest possible value compared to the consequences.  The advantage of this method is that it takes seriously the future implications of an action challenging us to look as far into the future as possible to determine the potential impact of our actions.The weakness to this method is that it can substitute a part of the moral norm depending on the affect for the greater whole of the moral decision.  One example is utilitarianism that claims morality is determined by achieving the greatest good for the greatest number which can overlook and sacrifice the individual for the sake of the many.  Another weakness is that we may have no agreement on the goal to be realized since the method focuses on the consequences for the future.  Our moral decision making is limited by our inability to predict what will happen in the future.  



Relational-Responsibility Method 

“What is happening in the midst of 
relationship? 

 

Strength:  Behavior judged within actual 
relationships.   

Weakness:  A “less clear” process.     

Presenter
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The 3rd method, Relational-Responsibility, asks **  This approach determines what action is most harmonious or proportionate in the midst of the whole relational framework.  This method does not do away with laws or consequences since both help us to grasp what a harmonious relationship could be but sees the moral life as relational by our ongoing interaction with God, our neighbor, the world and ourselves instead of standing alone subject to pre-arranged systems of laws or as solitary individuals in search of a goal.  This method recognizes that making a moral decision requires a mode of thinking that is grounded in a well-ordered heart.  It recognizes the uniqueness of all viewpoints, considers an action as part of an ongoing set of interactions and emphasizes the ongoing process of relationships which make up the environment.  The greatest strength to this method is that it realizes that all human behavior must be judged in the context of actual relationships and accounts for the complexity and ambiguity of human reality.  Moral decisions are made only within the relational context and acknowledges our ability to discover the moral life within loving relationships.  It places greater emphasis than the other methods on character formation, virtue and moral discernment.    The primary weakness is that it is a “less clear” process with some degree of uncertainty and apprehension because it tries to put everything in right relationship.   This can lead to a much less settled conscience especially for those who need things to be in proper alignment or in black and white terms.  But through proper moral formation, we become accustomed to living with the ambiguity and are prepared to revise our judgment as evidence changes.  



• Identify the moral judgment 
to be made. 
 

• Gather all relevant 
information. 
 

• Seek Counsel. 
 

• Evaluate the alternatives. 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each of these methods for making moral decisions emphasizes something essential to the moral experience so one or more elements of each could be taken into consideration when making moral decisions.   The following can help us in figure out the question; “What should I do?”  First, we identify the moral judgment to be made.  This may seem obvious but sometimes the truth of the decision needs to be put into clear focus from the outset.  What decision needs to be made in-light-of our beliefs, our convictions and values.  Second, we gather all relevant information.  What are the laws that apply to this decision?  What is the ultimate goal I hope to achieve? What is happening in-the-midst of my relationships?  Next, we seek counsel by consulting various sources of moral wisdom.  We seek counsel in the teachings and doctrine of the Church, Catholic tradition that is found in scripture and the witness of the saints.  We also consult with people who know us well, who know about our moral strengths and weaknesses, who are able to call us to accountability.  Finally, we evaluate the alternatives in-light-of our beliefs, convictions and moral values.  What options do I have available in respect to the laws in place?  Which alternative provides the best long-term conclusion?  Which alternative helps to remain grounded with a well-ordered heart and in right relationship with those in my life.  



Reflect and Pray 

“Deep within his conscience man 
discovers a law which he has not 

laid upon himself but which he must 
obey.  Its voice, ever calling him to  
love and to do what is good and to 

avoid evil, sounds in his heart at the 
right moment…For man has in his 

heart a way inscribed by God…His 
conscience is man’s most secret 

core and his sanctuary.  There he is 
alone with God whose voice echoes 

in his depths.”  GS 16 
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The final step in the process of moral decision making is to reflect and pray.  The section on conscience in the Catechism begins with this quote from  Gaudium et Spes; quote.This passage describes a beautiful image of our conscience as our “secret core and sanctuary”, our “holy place” where the voice and Spirit of God are found.  It is within this place where our most important and best moral judgments and decisions are made.  Making the right moral decisions are truly decisions of the heart.  It is only appropriate that we get in touch with the ever-present loving heart of God within us.  It is not God who makes the decisions for us, but when our hearts are open, the Spirit of God enlightens and empowers our moral decisions.  The Spirit of God emboldens us with the courage to recognize and act on our moral obligations in a positive way.  



The Law and 
Holiness 

“I will be your God and you 
will be my people.” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We know that without laws, people suffer.  Without law, people are free to take advantage and harm their fellow man without consequence.  We have all been taught to follow the rule of law and that if we did, we would become kinder, more loving, more aware of our neighbor in other words, more holy.  Often though we actually learned to be conformists, to conform ourselves to rules and regulations but not necessarily becoming more holy.  To conform ourselves to something without entering into a deeper relationship with the one who gives that rule or law  we simply try to follow the externals of the law and fail to understand how the law is intended to lead us into a closer relationship with God as well as our brothers and sisters.  From the very beginning of God’s call of the chosen people, God entered into a very deep covenant relationship with the people.  **“I will be your God and you will be my people”.  From that point, God gave them laws to follow, laws that directed their relationship with Him and their relationships with one another.  



God’s Law and Tradition 
“What do I care for the multitude 

of your sacrifices? says the 
Lord.”   

“Trample my courts not more!” 

“Put away your misdeeds from 
before my eyes; cease doing 
evil; learn to do good.  Make 
justice your aim; redress the 

wronged, hear the orphan’s plea, 
defend the widow.”   

Is 1:11-17 

Presenter
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In their pursuit towards holiness, God’s people added many human laws and traditions that became as Jesus said, “a burden to the people” and when followed blindly, could even make people hypocrites.  Jesus called the religious leaders of his time hypocrites saying they were following external rules but neglected to live by the inner depth of meaning that should be there.  As we know, the Old Testament contains many rules and laws from how to love God and our neighbor to how food is to be prepared and eaten and sacrifices carried out.  Many of these rules such as washing before meals and only eating Kosher items were not part of God’s law but rituals and traditions of the Jewish faith.  The Pharisees with whom Jesus disagreed with on a regular basis, claimed that you would become unholy and lacking in sanctity by not following these rituals and traditions.  In the 1st chapter of the prophet Isaiah that Jesus quoted, God denounces the people saying quote.    God was fed up with their burnt offerings, the blood of fatlings, lambs and she-goats and said who asks these things of you?  Jesus said; quote.  (money lenders in the temple)  Jesus was following the words of Isaiah who said God is sick of their incense, their new moons, their sabbaths and their meetings.  But went on to say that God asks them quote.  



What Binds Us to God?   

“Be doers of the Word and not hearers lest you deceive 
yourselves.”  Jas 1:22 

Presenter
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God’s chosen people were following all the rules, the rules about sacrifices, feast days, purification rituals, etc. but they were failing to act with justice.  They were failing to really worship God by entering into a relationship of love and care for the widow, the orphan, the poor, the neglected, the oppressed.  God was telling them that all their religious actions meant nothing if their heart was not correct.  Micah, another of the prophets, put it even more simply asking what really binds us to God?  Micah said Pic  it is to act justly, to love tenderly and to walk humbly with the Lord.  This is how we become holy, how we live Christian moral lives, by changing our hearts, entering into relationship with God where we are empowered to act with justice towards others.  When we love tenderly, Pic we love God with our whole heart, mind and soul and love our neighbor as ourselves.  It is only then that we can walk humbly with the Lord following his ways.  Catholic Moral Teaching and Ethics is founded in the pursuit of what is good and when the Church speaks out against something, it is to protect what is good.  There are rules, regulations, and laws we must follow that help us live a moral/ethical life but it is our relationship with God and our neighbor that is all important.  It is through our experience of the love of God that we love our self but unless the love of self carries over to others, everything else is meaningless.  In the Book of James we hear, quote.  We must become Doers of the Word so we can act justly, love tenderly and walk humbly with our Lord.  That is what true holiness means.  



Resources for Morality and Ethics 



Diocese of Boise 
Office of Religious Education and  

Catechetical Leadership 
Jackie Hopper 

208-350-7541 

jhopper@rcdb.org 

www.catholicidaho.org 

 

mailto:jhopper@rcdb.org


Reflection Questions 
• What is included in Catholic Moral Theology? 

• What “Questions” are the focus with the Ethics of Being and the Ethics of Doing? 

•  What is the basic principle of the Christian Moral Life? 

• What is the role of Catholic Social Teaching in Moral Theology? 

• What is the difference between the Cardinal (Human) Virtues and Theological 
Virtues?   

• Explain the difference between the Freedom of Self-Determination and the 
Freedom of Choice. 

• What is the difference between Conceptual Knowledge and Evaluative Knowledge. 

• Explain the 3 ways we respond to God’s Call. 

• What is the role of the Magisterium in the formation of Conscience? 

• Describe formal and material Norms and how they relate to imagination. 

• Describe the three methods of moral decision making and the strengths and 
weaknesses of each. 
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